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AFTER THE READING OF
THE NAMES

an Diego,

I just call him Johnny;
like in Johnny went off to war

and Johnny didn’t come home.

And remember him,

like Johnny was a helluva ballplayer
and Johnny’s girl believed in dreams.
And I can find him,

like in Johnny’s folks

moved away that year—

some say, Minnesota;

but his name’s still here :
not two miles from his old high school
on a Peace Memorial

{which is a funny name for it}.




Sometimes, like today,

we read All the names

some call it “the reading of the names.”
Me, I just call it Johnny’s Song.

And as much as I love the words,

I've come to really hate the music . . .
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