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HERMANN HESSE

are still timidly discussing this simplest and soundest of
all imperatives. Every student of Lao-tzu, every disciple
of Jesus, every follower of Francis of Assisi was centuries
in advance of the law and reason of the present-day civi-
lized world.

This would seem to argue against the value of such
lofty demands and to demonstrate purely and simply that
man is incapable of progress. A hundred other examples
might be cited in support of the same contention. Actu-
ally, our dismal experience does not detract from the
value of such humanitarian imperatives and insights. For
thousands of years the maxim “Thou shalt not kill” has
been honored and faithfully followed. After the Old Tes-
tament came a New Testament; Christ was possible, the
partial emancipation of the Jews was possible, mankind
produced Goethe, Mozart, and Dostoevsky. At all times
there has been a minority of men of good will, who be-

_lieved in the future and obeyed laws that are inscribed in
no secular legal code. And during this horrible war, thou-

sands of_men acted in accordance With UmwEitten.higher

H%&m@i rerted EIett nd respect,

while others-suffered imprisonment and torture because

T R

T

they staunchly rejected the duty of murdering and hat-,

T

ing. o
“~Tn order to esteem such men and deeds at their full
worth, in order to overcome our doubt in the progress of
man from animal to human being, we must live in faith.
We must learn to value ideas as highly as bullets or gold
pieces, to love possibilities and cultivate them in our-
selves; we must gain intimations of the future and of the
future in our own hearts.

The “practical” man, who is always right in committee
meetings, is invariably wrong outside of his committees.
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Ideals and faith in the future are always right. They are
the one source from which the world draws strength. And
anyone who disposes of humanitarian ideas as idle talk
and fuzzy thinking or of strivings for the future as litera-
ture is still a gorilla and has a long way to go before
becoming a man.

A good example that even our “practical” men will
appreciate: In his colonial reminiscences Carl Peters re-
lates how he once ordered some African natives to plant

_coconut palms. The natives refused to do anything so

fatiguing and pointless. Peters explained to them that in
eight or ten years the trees planted today would be full-
grown and reward their pains a hundredfold. Of that the
natives were well aware, they were far-from stupid. But it
struck them as sheer madness that a man should work his
fingers to the bone for a reward that would be forthcom-
ing only in ten years. White men had such comical ideas!

It is we men of the spirit, we poets, seers, fools, and

drgamers, who plant trees for later. Many of our trees.will

not thrive, many of our seeds will be sterile, many of our

But there is no point in trying to make practical men
out of poets, calculators out of believers, organizers out of
dreamers. During the war, artists, writers, and inteliec-
tuals were transformed into soldiers and farm workers.
Now efforts are being made to “politicize” them and turn
them into organs of material change. That is like trying to
drive a nail with a barometer. Because today the times
are hard, it is thought that all energies should be directed
to our daily needs, every will harnessed to the practical
work of the hour.

But though the need cries out to high heaven, fuss and
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bustle are useless. The world will not progress any faster
if you turn poets into street speakers and philosophers
into cabinet ministers. It will progress wherever men do
what they were made for, what their nature demands of
them, what they consequently do willingly and well. And
even if practical men regard such things as luxuries, con-
cern for the future, faith in man as he will be some day,
and groping play with remote possibilities will always be
every bit as important as political organization, the build-
ing of houses, and the baking of bread.

And we believers in the future will never cease to con-
cern ourselves with the old commandment: “Thou shalt
not kill.” Even if some day all the legal codes in the world
forbid killing (inclusive of killing in war and killing by
executioners ), that imperative will never lose its cogency,
It is the foundation of all progress, all human develop-
ment. We kill so much! Not only in ogur stupid battles, the

Hlﬁd,mmﬂum_ maﬁomﬁos& and

Hmwmwoﬁm institutions, i instead r‘és‘o@ﬁ%m@ﬁm

them. Just as a consistent socialist looks on property as
theft, so those who hold consistently to our kind of faith
"regard all contempt for human life, all cruelty and in-
difference, as tantamount to killing. And not only things
present can be killed, but the things of the future as well.
A great deal of future in a young man can be killed by a
little mordant skepticism. Everywhere life is waiting,
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everywhere the future holds promise, and we see so little,
we trample so much. We kill at every step.

In respect to mankind we all of us have but one task.
'To help mankind as a whole make some small advance, to
better a particular institution, to do away with one par-
ticular mode of killing—all these are commendable, but
they are not my task and yours. Our task as men is this: in
our own unique personal lives, to take a short step on the

- road from animal to man.
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