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27:15 1 CHRONICLES Sl

The twelfth for the twelfth month was Heldai of Netophah, of Othniel, w
company consisted of twenty-four thousand men. <

List of tribal chiefs

Responsible for the tribes of Israel® were chief Eliezer son of Zichri for th
Reubenites, Shephatiah son of Maacah for the Simeonites, -Hashabiah son il
Kemuel for the Levites, Zadok for the Aaronites, +Elihu, one of David’s brot|
for Judah, Omri son of Michael for Issachar, -Ishmaiah son of Obadi:
Zebulun, Jerimoth son of Azriel for Naphtali, -Hoshea son of 'Azaziah for |
Ephraimites, Joel son of Pedaiah for the half-tribe of Manasseh, -Iddo s
Zechariah for the half-tribe of Manasseh in Gilead, Jaasiel son of Abner i
Benjamin, -and Azarel son of Jeroham for Dan.
These were the tribal chiefs of Israel.

The uncompleted census
2

Now in the census David did not include those who were twenty years old
under, since Yahweh had promised to make Israel as numerous as the stars il
heaven. -Joab son of Zeruiah began the count but never finished. This is why
retribution came upon Israel, and the number did not come up to that recorded i1
the annals of King David. ¢

Overseer of the king’s supplies: ¢ Azmaveth son of Adiel. Overseer of supj
in the countryside, towns, villages and fortresses: Jonathan son of Uz
Overseer of the farmers who tilled the land: Ezri son of Chelub. -Oversee
vineyards: Shimei of Ramah. Overseer of those in the vineyards who looked :
the wine cellars: Zabdi of Shepham. -Overseer of olive and sycamore trees in (|
Shephelah: Baal-Hanan of Geder. Overseer of oil supplies: Joash. -Overseer o
cattle at pasture in the plains of Sharon: Shitrai of Sharon. Overseer of ca
in the valleys: Shaphat son of Adlai. -Overseer of camels: Obil the Ishmae
Overseer of donkeys: Jehdeiah of Meranoth. Overseer of flocks: Jaziz the
Hagrite. 4

All the above supervised the property belonging to King David.

The king’s personal advisers

Jonathan, David’s uncle, a councillor, wise man and scribe, and Jehiel son of
28 15:3%eq: Hachmoni took care of the king’s sons. +Ahitophel was the king’s counsellor

Hushai, the Archite, was Friend of the King. -Jehoiada son of Benaiah an

Abiathar succeeded Ahitophel—Joab was commander of the king’s army. ¢

David’s instructions for the Temple

N David then summoned to Jerusalem all the officials of Israel—the tribil
chiefs, the senior officials in the royal service, the commanders of the
thousands, the commanders of the hundreds and the overseers of all the property
and livestock belonging to the king and to his sons—including the court officials,
the champions and all the men of standing. -King David then rose to his

feet and said:

‘My brothers and my people, listen to me. I have set my heart on building 4

Ps132.7 settled home for the ark of the covenant of Yahweh, for the footstoolfor our God,
28 butwhen I was ready to build it, -God said to me, ““You must not build a house for
my name, for you have been a man of war and have shed blood.”

‘Even 'so, out of my entire family, it was I whom Yahweh, God of Israel, chose
to reign over Israel for ever. Having chosen Judah as leader, and my family out of
the House of Judah, it pleased him out of all my father’s sons to make me king of
all Israel. -Out of all my sons—for Yahweh has given me many—he has chosen my
son Solomon to sit on Yahweh’s sovereign throne over Israel. -Furthermore, he

17;12sea: has told me, “Solomon your son is the man to build my house and my courts, for |

2s wummow have chosen him to be my son and I'shall be his father. -I shall make his sovereignty

Al 1 CHRONICLES 28:21

10 lor ever if he sturdily carries out my commandments and ordinances as he
now.” S

%0 now in the sight of all Israel, the assembly of Yahweh, and in the hearing of

£1ad, I charge you to observe and adhere strictly to all the commandments of

¢h your God, so that you may retain possession of this fine country and leave

I your sons after you as a heritage for ever.

- And you, Solomon my son, know the God of your father and serve him with an
Wilivided heart and willing mind; for Yahweh scrutinises all hearts and under-

Sy whatever plans they may devise. If you seek him, he will let you find him;

d il fursake him and he will cast you off for ever. -So, since Yahweh has chosen you

1 huilld a house for his sanctuary, go resolutely to work!’ 2

T. vid then gave his son Solomon the plans for the portico,  the plans for the

Wlilings, its storehouses, its upper rooms, its inner rooms and the room for

throne of mercy -as well as the plans for everything that he had in mind: ¢ for

vourts of the house of Yahweh, for all the surrounding rooms, for the treasuries
the house of God and for the sacred treasuries, -for the orders of priests and
vites, for all the duties to be carried out in the service of the house of Yahweh,

il for all the liturgical objects to be used in the house of Yahweh; -for the gold

Allion, for all the golden liturgical objects of various uses; for the silver bullion,

0l all the silver liturgical objects of various uses; «for the gold bullion for the

‘ulden lamp-stands ¢ and for their lamps, and for the silver bullion for the silver
ﬂ.:v.mﬁwb% and their lights, depending on the function of each lamp-stand; for
{he gold bullion for each of the tables for the loaves of permanent offering and the
slver for the silver tables;” -for the pure gold for the forks, the bowls and the jars,
lu1 the gold bullion for each of the golden basins and for the silver bullion for each
ul the silver basins; +and for the refined gold bullion for the altar of incense; also
fur the gold for the model of the chariot# and of the great winged creatures which
yuver the ark of the covenant of Yahweh with wings outspread—-all this was in the
ilicument conveying Yahweh’s instructions, by which he revealed the pattern of

~ Wwhat was to be done.

, David then said to his son Solomon, ‘Be resolute and courageous in your work,
f il not be afraid or disheartened, because Yahweh God, my God, is with you. He
, Will not fail you or forsake you before you have finished all the work to be done for

‘ - the house of Yahweh. - And besides, there are the orders of priests and Levites for

> Whatever is needed in connection with the house of God, and you have at your
’ tlisposal every kind of craftsman for whatever has to be done, as well as the officials

und all the people entirely at your command.’

b. David probably maintained the tribal or
Ol Israel, but this list is artificial: it follows the order of the
Jons of Jacob given in 2:1-2, retains Reuben, Simeon and
LLovi, who had ceased to be autonomous tribes by the reign
0l David, and, having divided Joseph into three (Ephraim
and the two half-tribes of Manasseh), omits Gad and Asher
10 avoid exceeding the number of twelve.

¢. These verses refer to ch. 21 and are apparently in-
{ended to explain why the figures there are lower than those
in2 S 24:9.

d. These are the overseers of the royal lands, already
In existence under David, see 28:1. This list is no invention,
as the non-Israelite names in it show, but we can check
neither date nor detail of it.

e. Apart from Joab, the list is not the same as that of
David’s senior officials given in 18:14-17; 2 S 8:15-16;
20:23-26, being concerned with David’s private, as opposed
10 public, advisers. It is probably derived from a good
source dating from the end of David’s reign. Abiathar is
presumably the priest of that name, 1S 22:20seq., but his
priestly character has been passed over, owing perhaps to
the more dominant position won by the rival family of
Zadok.

28 a. This ch. resumes the narrative interrupted at 23:1.

The Cl i omits the account of Solomon’s accession
to the throne, 1 K 1-2, to concentrate on his own historical
interests: God having chosen David from Judah to be king
of Israel, has now chosen his son Solomon to succeed him
and build the Temple.

b. This moral exhortation in the style of Dt, immedi-
ately preceding a catalogue of cultic furniture, is influenced
by the teachings of the prophets on spiritual religion.

¢. Moses had received the pattern of the tabernacle
from God, Ex 25:9. David whom the Chronicler regards as
the founder of these new institutions, himself announces
the model of the Temple. in greatest detail, even to. the
weight of precious metal to be used in the various furnish-
ings. In so doing, David acts under divine inspiration,
wv. 12,19.

d. Alternative translation ‘had come into his mind
through the Spirit’.

e. There are several, 1 K 7:49; the Tent only had one,
Ex 25:31-40.

f. According to 2 Ch 4:8 there were ten of these.
There was only one in the Tent, Ex 25:23seq., and one in
Solomon’s Temple, 1 K 7:48.

g The ark of the covenant represented a throne, not
a chariot, but the Chronicler is thinking of the chariot in
Ezk 1 and 10.

Dt 4:5

Ezk 42
26:20




