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126 WORLD

salt cure is a new sense of what happened, a new appreciation of its
virtue for soul. . . .

Salt may also be mined from whatever is stable. As the principle
of stability whose alchemical sign was a square, salt can be mined
from the rocks of concrete experience, those fixities which mark our
lives with defined positions. These places are not merely solid facts—
my degree, my property, my car accident, my war record, my di-
vorce; these are also places where psychic body is salted away and
stored. These rocks, when recognized and owned, belong to the
history of my soul, where it has been salted down by the fixities of
experience, giving a certain crystallization to my nature and keeping
me from inflammations and volatilizations. . . .

Though we do not make it by fire, we do make salt by means of
dissolutions. Salt is soluble. Weeping, bleeding, sweating, urinating
bring salt out of its interior underground mines. It appears in our
moistures, which are the flow of salt to the surface. “During the work
the salt assumes the appearance of blood” (C W 14, §337). Moments of
dissolution are not mere collapses; they release a sense of personal
human value from the encrustations of habit. “I tooama human being
worth my salt”—hence my blood, sweat, and tears. . . .

Viewed from the perspective of salt, early traumas are mo-
ments of initiation into the sense of being a me with a subjective
personal interior. We tend to fixate on what was done to us and who
did it: resentment, revenge. But what psychologically matters is that
it was done: the blow, the blood, the betrayal. Like the ashes which
are rubbed into the wounds at initiation rites to purify and scarify,
the soul is marked by its trauma. Salt still is touched to the body in
Christian Baptism, and eaten still at Jewish Pessach in ritual remem-
brance of trauma. A trauma is a salt mine; it is a fixed place for

reflection about the nature and value of my personal being, where
memory originates and personal history begins. These traumatic
events initiate in the soul a sense of its embodiment as a vulnerable
experiencing subject. "

The paradigmatic story of “looking back” is that of Lot’s wife.
(Lot and Lot’s wife were even used as alchemical terms for salt—
Jobnson’s Dictionary.) Because Lot’s wife could not refrain from
looking back at the destruction of Sodom from which they had been
saved, she was turned to a pillar of salt. Jewish commentators on the
tale say that her mother-love made her look behind to see whether

her married daughters were following; and Christian comments on
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128 WORLD

bustibility,” the magna flamma. “Where is the sulfur to be found?”
asks Kramer, a fourteenth-century English Benedictine. “In all sub-
stances, all things in the world—metals, herbs, trees, animals, stones,
are its ore.” 25

Everything that suddenly lights up, draws our joy, flares with
beauty—each bush a god burning: this is the alchemical sulfur, the
flammable face of the world, its phlogiston, its aureole of desire,
enthymesis everywhere. That fat of goodness we reach toward as
consumers is the active image in each thing, the active imagination
of the anima mundi that fires the heart and provokes it out.

At the same time that sulfur conflagrates, it also coagulates; it
is that which sticks, the mucilage, “the gum,” the joiner, the sticki-
ness of attachment. Sulfur literalizes the heart’s desire at the very
instant that the thymos enthuses. Conflagration and coagulation
occur together. Desire and its object become indistinguishable. What
I burn with attaches me to it; I am anointed by the fat of my own
desire, captive to my own enthusiasm, and thus in exile from my
heart at the very moment I seem most to own it. We lose our soul
in the moment of discovering it: “Sweet Helen,” says Marlowe’s
Faustus, “make me immortal with a kiss./Her lips suck forth my
soul: see where it flies!” Hence Heraclitus had to oppose thymos and
psyche: “Whatever thymos wishes, it buys at the expense of soul.”

Psychology now calls this love in the heart of the lion compul-
sive projection. The alchemical basis of this kind of projection is
actually the sulfur in the heart that does not recognize it is imagining.
The objective himma is literalized into the objects of its desire.
Imagination is thrown outward, ahead of itself; and the task is less
to take back these kinds of projections—who takes them back and
where are they put—but more to leap after the projectile reclaiming
it as imagination, thereby recognizing that himma demands that
images always be experienced as sensuous independent bodies.
There are styles of projection: it is not a unitary mechanism. Cordial
projection requires an equally leonine mode of consciousness: pride,
magnanimity, courage. To desire and to see through desire—this is
the courage that the heart requires.

As Jung says: “Sulphur represents the active substance of the
sun . . . the motive factor in consciousness, on the one hand will and
on the other compulsion” (CW 14, §151). Compulsion becomes will
through courage; it is in the heart that the operations upon sulfur are
performed. We shall come back to these operations in the second

part. For now |
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