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him out. So he let him out and received as a reward a small : :
of rag. Quoth the spirit: "If you spread one end of this c' =
*orril it will heal, incl if you rub steel or iron with the otit:- ::
it will turn into silver." Thereupon the boy rubbed his da:---'
axe with the rag, and the axe turned to silver and he was a:''
sell it for four hunclrecl thaler. Thus father ancl son were lreeil -: -

all worries. The young man could return to his stuclies, anC -' -'

thanks to his rag, he became a farnous doctor.2

Now, what insight can we gain from this fairytale? l' '
know, we can treat fairytales as fantasy products, like d:" -

conceiving them to be spontaneous statements of the l::--
sciolrs about itself.

As at the beginning of many dreams something is said.':'''
the scene of thJdream action, so the fairytale mentions til'
est as the place of the magic happening. The forest,.dar-< ..

impenetrable to the eye, like deep lvater and the sea, is tli'
tainer of the unknown and the mysterious. It is an apPrc:---
synonym forlh"_g3ggolcious. Among the many trees-the -:" -

;Gmfits m;i irillte"ilF-[he foiest-one tree is especially cc:-' '

uous for its great size. Tlees, 1!8.",8$$ ip,.t-4--.--r-v31-t9--I, 
reil:':

the living contents of the unconscious. Among these co--
ire=ZlilltrnlficanC6ft eharacGiized as an "oak." !ffiAfteharacGii

have indivi4ualitv. A tlgerJhergforg,,is gften -a svmbol of I
to have honoured cer

-- 1-^--:-- aL^- -^'-paiiiiutarty impiessive trees in his park by having them sa' :

The mighty old oak is proverbially the king of the forest' H

it repreients a central figure among the contents of the un

scious, possessing p.rsot ulity in the most marked degree' I
the proiotype of-t6e.self, a svmbol of the sgulgejtg4-g-oal c

@he oak stands for the s_ti11.uncon-<

@e plantsymbolism indicatinga sta

deep unconsciousness. From this it may be concluded that

hero of the fairytale is profoundly unconscious of himself' H

one of the "sleepets," the "blind" or "blindfolded," whom

2 [Author's paraphrase. Cf. "The Spirit in the

(trans. Flunt, rev. Stern), pp. 458-Gz.-Eorrons.]
3 Concerning personification of trees, see Erazer, The

are also the dwelling places of spirits of the dead or
of the newborn child (ibid., I, p. t84).
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definition of Mercurius. As the life principle of the tree, ir
sort_of spiritual quintessence abstracied frtm it, and could
be described as the ltrincipium ind,iuid,u,ationis. The rree r,,-i
then be the o,trvard and visibre sign of rhe realization of
self. The alchemists appear to have held a similar vierv. I
the "Aurelia occuita" says: .,The philosophers have sought ;
eagerly for the cenrre of the tree which-stands in the inicl
the earthly 

_paradise." 
? According to the same source, C:

himself is this tree.8 The tr". .J-purison occurs us .o..
Fulogius of Alexandria (c. e.o. 6oo), rvho says: .,Behold in
Father tlte root, in the Son the branch, ord ir, the Spirit
fruit: for the substance lotoia) in the three is one.,, 0 Mercu:
too, is trinus et unus,

So if we translate it into psychological language, the fain
tells ns that the mercurial eisence,-rhe prlnc$iunr inrti-,
cLtiortis, r,vould have developed freely undir natural conci:ii
but r,vas robbed of its freeciom by deliberate inrervenrion ::
outside, and was artfully confinecl and banished like ari
sqir.it. (Only evil spirits have to be confined, and the wicke;:
of.this spirit rvas sho-rvn by its murderous inrent.) Supposir::
fairytale is- right and the spirit was really as wicked as^it re _,
we r,t,oulcl have to conclude that the Master who imprisone :
principium incliaicluationis had. a good end in vierv. Bur ri:,
this well-intentioned Master lvho las the por,ver to ba,isr:
principle of man's individuation? Such po*., is given onl.. :
ruler of souls in the spirituar rearm. Ttre iaea tnui ttr" pri:-.-
of individuation is rrre source of aI evil is found in 'sch 

:
hauer and still more in Buddhism. In Christianiry, roo, h.::
nature is tainted rvith original sin and is redeemed frori-
stain by Christ's self-sacrifiie. Man in his .,natural,, concli:: :
neither good- nor pure, and if he should develop in rhe n,: _
way the result would be a procluct not essentially differer:: _

an animal. Sheer instinctuality and naive unconsciousne..
troubled by a sense of guilt would prevail if the Master h..:
interrupted the free developrnent of the natural being br -- :
ducing a distinction be*vein good and evil and ourla\rir::
evil. Since without guilt theri is no moral consciousnes: .
7 Theatrum chemicurn,IV (r659), p. 5oo.

lllid.,p.478: "(Christ), who is the iree of life bottr spiritual and boditr.-
0 Krueger, Das Dogma uon der Dreicinigheit und, Gottmenschhei,t, p. zc._
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spherical glass vessel.1a Likewise the "spiritual" or ."ethere:
(iethereus) philosophers' stone is a precious uitrum (someti- =

described as malleabile) which was often equated rvith the : :

glass (au.rum uitreu.m) of the heavenly Jerusalem (Rev'.2 t : -
246 It is worth noting that the German fairytale calls the s'.--:'

confined in the bottle by the name of the pagan god, Ntlercu:--'

who lvas consiclered identical with the German national g''-

Wotan. The mention of Mercurius stamps the fairytale a: ':
alchemical folk legend, closely related on the one hand tci ---'

allegorical tales used in teaching alchemy, and on the -otht- -

the well-known group of folktales that cluster round the l:-- :-

of the "spelibound spirit." Our fairytale thu-s interpret' --:"

evil spiriias a pagan god, forced under the influence of C-"--
tianity to descend into the dark underworld and be mc'::

disqualified. Flermes becomes the demon of the mysteries ': :

braied by alt tenebriones (obscurantists), and Wotan the dt:: :

of forest and storm; Mercurius becomes the soul of the ne '-'
the metallic man (homuncu,lus), the dragon (serpens me ' -

alis), theroaring fiery lion, the night iaven (nycticorax), auc '-:''

black eagle-the last four being synonyms for the Cevil.' Ii: :'-
the spirit in the bottle behaves just as the devil does iu ::-::
othei fairytales: he bestows wealth by changing base meta- --'
gold; and like the devil, he also gets tricked'

La Dialogus mi.raculorum, trans. by Scott and Bland, I, pp. 4z' 46'
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suggest that originally the tree and the daemon rvere one ?:_:the same, and that their separation is o ,".orrdury ph*o_.. .
corresponding to a higher level of culture ancl'consciousn::i
The original phenomenon was norhing less than u 

"ui"r" 
a..:-

?.tr"rr"rd:trn pu.re and simple, whici is morally neutral. i -.th,e. secondary phenomenon implies an act of discriminai: ,whlclr spllts man off from nature and thus testifies to the er-,ence of a more highly diflerentiatecl consciousness. To th:.
added, as a tertia^ry phenomenon resrifying ,o 

" 
,iiii r,iglr", i.. .the moral qualificaiion whicrr declares tf,e voice to [" u., .- -spirit under a ban. It goes without saying that this thircl ier..marked bya belief.in a ,,highe.', 

urrd. .,g"ood,, Coa *no, tho..._:
he has not finally-clisposed o] his adversary, has nevertheless :.-dered him harmless foruo-" ii*" to come by imprisonn-:_:
(Rev, zo : r-B).

,nt 
.r^.tl::f: :h" 

presenr level of consciousness we cannor supr, .:tnat tree daemons exist, we are forced to assert that the prinr::.
suffers from hallucinations, that he hears his 

"*"-""5rrr., . -*hjr} has projected itself into the tree. If this theory i, .o...,,-and I do not knorv how we could formulate it otherwise toda-._then the second level of consciousness has effected a differer-: -tion between the object ,,tree,, and the unconscious content :: -jected inro ir, ttrere-bf. achieving an acr of enlighte.r*".r,.';l ,third level rises still-higher anciattributes ,,evi'Y, ,o irr.-prr..content which has been separated from the object. Fiial_. -fourth level, the level reached by our consciousness todar,. -.-ries the enlightenment a stage further ;;;;;;_g ;;;;;,-,existence of the "spirir" ani declaring that irrJpri-iti'r.. .,.heard nothing at ali, but merely had ai auditory iallucinar- :consequently the whore pt 
"rroo,.rron vanishes into thin a::_with the great advantug" ihut the evil spirit becom", oUrli. _, .

non-existent and sinks into ridiculous insignifican.". 
-a 

=, ,level, however, r,vhich is bound to take a quintessential vie:,the matrer, rvonders abour this conjuring irick that turn; -. -:
began as a miracle into a senseless ,Lu_a.?"prlr"_r"iy-i" ., _ .full circle. Like the boy rvho tolcl his father a made_uo ._ _

1,!out li1ty stags in the ioresr, it asks: ..8;;;h;;;;;:'i,.' 
_rne rusurng rn the woods?,, The fifth level is of the opinion :- .something did happen after all: even though tt 

" 
pry..fri. .o.,. _

was not the tree, nor a spirit in the tree, n6r inae,ej *1rpir-, .
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i

3. THE PROBLEM OF FREEING MERCURIL '
zso We will not pursue the paradoxical reality of the ' - --

scious any further now, but r,vill return to the fairytaie ,

spirit in the bottle. As we have seen, the spirit Mercurii:. .

some resemblance to the "cheated devil." The analos.. :

ever, is only a superficial one, since, unlike the gifts of th. -
the gold of Mercurius does not turn to horse dropping-= - -

mains good metal, and the magic rag does not turn to a:--
morning but retains its healing power. Nor is Mercuriu: ::' .--

out of a soul that he wanted to steal. He is only tricked ::-: :-!
own better nature, one might say, in that the boy succ., :.

bottling hirn up again in order to cure his bad mood an: r----
him tractable. Mercurius becomes polite, gives the |ouni :: ',

a useful ransom and is accordingly set free. We now hea: - -
the student's good fortune and how he became a ',.,

r,vorking doctor, but-strangely enough-nothing abor-rt --- : .,

ings of the liberated spirit, though these might be of som. ' -
est in view of the web of meanings in which Mercurius, .,,. ---' '-:
many-sided associations, entangles us. What happens rrl-..-
pagan god, Hermes-Mercurius-Wotan, is let loose again? E.. '- -

god of magicians, a spiritus uegetatiaus, and a storm daen- - .l

will hardly have returned to captivity, and the fairytale !- :- :
no reason to suppose that the episode of imprisonrn.: . :
finally changed his nature to the pink of perfection. The : : - :

Hermes has escaped from the glass cage, and in CooSi. -: : -

something has happened which the experienced al..-: . ,.
r,vished at all costs to avoid. That is why he always se:i-:- ::
stopper of his bottle with magic signs and set it for a te:-. -r-

time over the lowest fire, so that "he who is within mar :

out." For if he escapes, the whole laborious oplrs comes r - -

ing and has to be started all over again. Our lad was a 5., .

child and possibly one of the poor in spirit, on whon ... -
storved a bit of the Kingdom of Heaven in the shape of r:..
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Part II

r. INTRODUC'rORY

The interested reader will lvant, as I do, to find out :
about this spirit-especially what our forefathers believec --
said about him. I will therefore try rvith the aid of text cir.,.
to drar,r, a picture of this versatile and shimmering god as 1-. . :

peared to the masters of the royal art. For this purpose \re :

consult the abstruse literature of alchemy, rvhich has r.r,::

been properly understood. Naturally, in larer times, the h,, -
of alchemy rvas mainly of interest to the chemist. The fact ::
recorded the discovery of many chemical substances and -,-
could not, however, reconcile him to the pitiful meagren.:
it seemed to him, of its scientific content. He was not i:'- .

position of the older authors, such as Schmieder, who cou1.'-
on the possibility of goldmaking rvith hopeful esreem anc-
pathy; instead he was irritated by the futility of the recipe-. a
the fraudulence of alchemical speculation in general. T, -
alchemy was bound to seem a gigantic aberration that lasr. . -
more than two thousand years. Had he only asked h:-.
whether the chemistry of alchemy lvas authentic or not, r:.-'
whether the alchemists were really chemists or merely sr, . ,

chemical jargon, then the texts themselves would have str:t.
a line of observation other than the purely chemical. The --:a
tific equipment of the chemist does not, however, fit him i : -,

sue this other line, since it leads straight into the historl' ,- : -

gion. Thus it was a philologist, Reirzenstein, whom we h,
thank for preliminary researches of the greatest value i:- '-

field. It was he who recognized the mythological and G:,'..
ideas embedded in alchemy, thereby opening up the rvhc,-.
ject from an angle which promises to be most fruitful. F -

chemy, as the earliest Greek and Chinese texts shorv, ori:--
formed part of Gnostic philosophical speculations rvhich ; .

cluded a detailed knowledge of the techniques of the gol.--
and ironsmith, the faker of precious stones, the drugg:,: .'-

2o4
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ALCHEMICAL STUDIES

254 Since in what follows I shall often refer to the original tes=.
it might be as well to say a few words about this literalure, sor:.
of which is not easily accessibte. I shall leave out of accounr t::
few Chinese texts that have been ttanslated, and shall only me:_-
tion that The Secret of the Golden Flower, published by Ric-
ard Wilhelm and myself, is representative of its class. Nor can -

consider the Indian "Quicksilver System." 2 The Western lii.-.
ature I have used falls into four groups:

_ t, Texts by ancient authors. This group comprises mair-.-
Greek texts, which have been edited by Berthelot, and thc::
transmitted by the Arabs, likewise edited by him. They date fri =the period betr,veen the first and eighth centuries.

- z. Texts by the early Latinisfs. The mosr imporranr ,,:
these are translations from the Arabic (or Hebrew?). Recent :.
search shows that most of these texts derive from the Flarrar::--,
school, which flourished until about ro5o, and. was also, pr.:-
ably, the source of the Corpus Hermeticum. To this gro.,p :-_

long certain texts whose Arabic origin is doubtful buiwhiih :
least show Arabic influence-for instance, the ..Summa 

per:=.
tionis" of Geber and the Aristotle and Avicenna rreatise;. T:-_
period extends from the ninth to the thirteenth century.

-3. Texts by the later Latinesfs. These comprise the pri: -

pal group and range from the fourteenth to the severie..--_,
century.

4. Texts in modern European languages. Sixteenth to :=
enteenth century. After that, alchemy fell into decline, whic:. .
why tr have only occasionally used eighteenth-century texts.
2 Cf. Dcussen, Allgemeine Geschichte der philosophie, l, part 3, pp. 336ff. - : -
u,doubtedly alchemical philosophy belongs to the fairly late (midieval) - -

Purar,as, more particularly to the Maheslruarapurana, l..e.,ce to a doctrine :
cipally concerned with Shiva. ,'pira-da,, (besrowing the Other. Shore) si-_:.
quicksilver.
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torum. The concept of an all-encompassing God must -:--
sarily include his opposite. The coincidentia, of course, m*': -r{
be too radical or too extreme, otherwise God would cance- :-4.
self out.lo The principle of the coincidence of oppositc - s
therefore be completed by that o[ absolute opposition \c .'E
to attain full paridoxicality and hence psychological vali:--

The mercurial fire is found in the "centre of the ear:: t
dragon's belly, in fluid form. Benedictus Figulus wrjte.s: - :l
the centre of the earth, there you rvill find the global r:'
Another treatise says that this fire is the "secret, infernal i:= -
woncler of the worlcl, the system of the higher Po\vers 

'-- 
-

lower." 12 Mercurius, the revelatory light of nature, is al-- :e1'

fire, which in some miraculous way is none other tha: : -
arrangement of the heavenly, spiritual Powers in the i =
chthoiic world of matter, thought already in St. Paul's t'-=: I
be ruled by the devil. Hell-fire, the true energic princ': ': r
evil, appears here as the manifest counterpart of the -:::!'
and tht-good, and as essentially identical with it in strl'--:r=
After that, it can surely cause no offence when another i:::-r-r
says that the mercuriai fire is the "fire in which God :-:--rr{
burns in divine love." 13 We are not deceiving ourselvc-- -: I
feel in scattered remarks of this kind the breath o; 116 =-e
cism.

Since Mercurius is himself of fiery nature, fire does n':: --5
him: he remains unchanged rvithin it, rejoicing like t:'= *r
mander.la It is unnecessary to point out that quicksil"': :c
not behave like this but vaporizes under heat, as the alc:::=g
themselves knew from very early times.

10 This is a purely psychological explanation having to do with hun:: :t
tions and statements and not with the unfathomable Being.
11 Figulus, Rosarium novum olympicutn,Pars I, p.?r.This is the "C'-- j d
idem Enoch." Cf. "Paracelsus as a Spiritual Phenomenon," suPra, P3:
12"Ignis infernalis secretus . . . mundi miractllum, virtutum snperic:'-= : r
ferioribus systema" ("Introit' apert.," P. 654).

13"Ignis in quo Deus ipse ardet amore divino" ("Gloria mun<li," p' :;:
14"For it is he who overcomes the fire, and is himself not overcome !r ':r tr
but rests in it as a friend, rejoicing in it" (Geber, "Summa perfec:::i-:- I
alchemia, cap. LXIII, P. r39).
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ALCHEMICAL STUDIES

A. MERCURIUS AS AN AERIAL SPIRIT

26r Hermes, originally a wind god, and his counterPart '*-':

Egyptian Thoth, who "makes the souls to breathe," 1 are L::
foierunners of the alchemical Mercurius in his aerial asP<::

The texts often use the terms pneuma and spi,ritu.s in the orl-
nal concrete sense of "air in motion"' So when Mercurius is :=-

scribed in the Rosarium philosophorum (fi'fteenth centun ;:
aereus and aolans2 (winged), and in Hoghelande (sixtee:---:

century) as totus aereus et spiritualis,s what is meant is n': -:-
ing more than a gaseous state of aggregation. Something sitn:-:--

is meant by the Poetic expression serenitas aerea in the Rip--
Scroule,a and by the same author's statement that Mercurii:' :'

changed into wind,5 He is the lapis eleaatus cum uento -:ti
stone uplifted by the wind).6 The expressions spirituale : -'
pusT and sltiritus aisibilis, tamen inxpalpabilis8 (visible 1'et -=-
palpable spirit) might also mean little more than "air" if - - :

recalls the aforementioned vapour-like nature of Mercurius- -':
the same is probably true even of the spiritus prae cunctis i.;"':
puruso (pre-eminently pure spirit). The designation iric----
bustibilisro is more doubtful, since this was often synonrn: - *'
with incorruptibilis and then meant "eternal," as we shall s
later. Penotus (sixteenth century), a pupil of Paracelsus, str-ia
the corporeal aspect when he says that Mercurius is "not:-=
other than the spirit of the world become body within --:'=

earth." 11 'Ihis expression shorvs better than anything else --:c

contamination-inconceivable to the modern mind-of t\ro >::-
arate realms, spirit and matter; for to people in the Middle -{.=*

1 This characteristic of Mercurius is stressed in Aurora consul'gens II, i:' : --

au.rif., l, pp. 146 and tgo: "He makes the nostrils [of the foetus] in the -:
month."
2 Rosariurn, pp, zbz, 27r.
3 Theatrum chemicum,I (1659), p. 169.
4 r6th cent. British Museum, MS. Add. ro3oz,
6 Ripley, opera,p. ng.
6 "Tlactatus aureus," Mus. herm., p. gg.
7 Rosariunt, p. z8z.
8 Basilius Valentinus, "Practica," Mus. herm,, p, 4o4.
o "Introit. apert,," ibid., p. 654.
to Rosariurn,p. zbz_
Lr Theatr, chem.,I (r659), p. 6oo.
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ALCHEMICAL STUDIES

glue, holding the world together and standing in the middle
between body and spirit." 20 This concept corresponds to Mylius'
definition of Mercurius as the anima media natura. From here
it is but a step to the identification of Mercurius with the anima
nxundi,2r which is how Avicenna had defined him very much
earlier (twelfth to thirteenth century). "He is the spirit of the
Lord which fills the whole world and in the beginning swam
upon the waters. They call him also the spirit of Truth, rvhich
is hidden from the world." 22 Another text says that Mercurius
is the "supracelestial spirit which is conjoined with the light.
and rightly could be called the anima mundi." 23 It is clear from
a number of texts that the alchemists related their concept of
the anima mundi on the one hand to the world soul in Plato's
Timaeus and on the other to the Holy Spirit, who was Present
at the Creation and played the role of procreator (,bi,rap), im'
pregnating the waters rvith the seed of life just as, later, he played
a similar role in the obumbratio (overshadowing) of Mary.3{
Elsewlrere we read that a "life-force dlvells in MercttriLts non
uulgaris, who flies like solid white snow. This is a spirit of the

macrocosmic as of the microcosmic world, upon whom, after the
anima rationalis, the motion and fluidity of human nature itself
depends." 25 The snow represents the purified Mercurius in the
state of albedo (- spirituality); here again matter and spirit are

identical. Worth noting is the duality of soul caused by the
presence of Mercurius: on the one hand the immortal animc
rationalis given by God to man, which distinguishes him from
animals; on the other hand the mercurial ]ife-soul, which to all
appearances is connected with the inflatio or inspiratio of the
Holy Spirit. This fundamental duality forms the psychologicai
basis of the two sources of illumination.

20 Happelius, "Aphorismi Basiliani," Theatr. chem,,lY (r659), p. 327.
2l Verus Hermes (16zo).
22 "Aquarium sap.," Mus, herm., p.85.
23 Steeb, Coelum Sephiroticurn, p, 39,
24 Ibid., p. 89.
26 Happelius, loc. cit.
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ALCI{EMICAL STUDIES

Mercurius as the arcane substance had a more or less secret con-
nection with the goddess of love. In the ,,Book of Krates,,,which
was transmitted by the Arabs and is possibly of Alexandrian ori-
gin, Aphrodite appears with a vessel from the mouth of which
pours a ceaseless stream of quicksilver,ao and in the Chymica,
wedding of christian Rosencreutz the central mystery is tris visir
to the secret chamber of the sleeping Venus.s66 The fact that Mercurius is interpreted as spirit and soul.
in spite of the spirit-body dilemma rvhich this invblves, indicate.
that the alchemists themselves conceived of their arcane sub-
stance as something that we today would call a psychic phenom-
enon. Indeed, whatever else spirit and soul rnay be, from th.
phenomenological point of view they are psychic strucrure:
The alchemists never tired of drawing atteniion to the psychi:
nature of Mercurius. so far we have concernecl ourselvei rviti
statistically, the commonest synonyms such as water and fire.
spirit and soul, and it is now possible for us to conclude th::
these exemplify a psychological state of affairs best characterize:
by (or, indeed, actually demanding) an antinomian nomencl:-
ture. water and fire are classic opposites and can be valid defir:
tions of one and the same thing only if this thing unites in it-.e-:
the.contrary qualities of water and fire. The psyihologem ,,trIr:-
curius" must therefore possess an essentiarly antinoinian du-
nature.
86 Berthelot, Moyen dge,III, p 6g.
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ALCHEMICAL STUDIES

and fire.la He is both good and evil.l' The ,,Aurelia 
occulta

gives a graphic description of him;16

I, am 
-the poison-dripping- dragon, who is everywhere ancl can t,.cheaply had. That upon tim.f,"I rest, ancl that which resrs upon m:will be found within me bythose who pursue their investigations ::

accordance with the rules of the Art. a,y water u"a a..-a"liroy ar--put together; from my.body you may exiract the green lion ancl r-..red. B^ut if you do nor haveexact kntwtedge of *:, y;; ;;il destr_your five senses with my fire. From my snout there comes a spreatli:.:poison that has brought death to mJny. T'er=I";; y;;iJ.rta ,1-fully separate the coarse from the nne, if you do ,Jt *irh-to ,rf.,utter pov,erty. I bestow on you the poweri of the male ancl the :.male, and also those of heaven and of eu.tn. fne *yr,..i., of =art must be handled with courage and greatners of'_i"a it . ,would conquer me. by.the powerrzif fire, fJr already ,.ry _rrf n=: .
come to grief, their riches ancl labour ]ost. I am tfr" .gg of nart::.known only to the wise, who in piety and mocl.esty brin'g'forfi n - -me the microcosm, which *r, p..pr..d for manii.ra By al_ig-. _

God, but given only to the few, while the many long folii-i.,,.,,
lfa.t 

they,may do good-to the poor with my r."'ur.r."ou.rd rot tu,,._therr souls to the perishaple g9td. By the philosophers I am nan:,Mercurius; my spouse is the fihilosophicl sold; I j- ir," oiJ-a.r. ,.lound everywhere on the grobe of 
-the-e"arth, 

father and moti..-ylung and old, very strong and very weak, death ancl resurrecr:.:visible and invisibre, hard*and softi I descencl irrto tt" er.trr : :
ascend to the heavens, I am the highest and the lowest, the ligh:_and the heaviest; often the order oi nature is reversed in me, as:,gards colour, number, 

-r1eight, and measure; I contain the ligh: .nature; r am dark and right; r come forth from heaven ancl earr:,
am known u.".d y9r do not exisr at all;18 by virrue oi ifr. ,rr,, ..all colours shine in me, and aII metars. I am the carbuncle of --:..
sun, the most noble-purifiecl earth, through which yor, *ry .t,...,
copper, iron, tin, and lead into gold.

268 Because of his united double nature Mercurius is descri:,::
as hermaphroditic. Sometimes his body is said to be mascr:-_.,
and his soul feminine, sometimes the reverse. The _Ro_.ar: - .:

74 Rosariunt., in Art. aurif .,II, p. zog.
15 Khunrath, Hyl. Chaos,p. ztg.
76 Theatr. chem.,Iy (r659), pp. 5ortr.
17 I read ui instead of. uim.
18 This paradox recalls the Indian asat (non-existing). Cf. Chhindogl,a L:;
ishad, VI, ii, r (Sacred Books of the East, II, p.gC).
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man" 34 does not fit in badly lvith such a pedigree. The terrr-:
Adam and microcosm occur frequently in'the"texts,36 but ti.=
Abraham 1e Juif forgery unblushingly calls Mercrrrirs Ada_
Kadmon.36 As I have discussed. this unmistakabre continuari,--of the Gnostic doctrine of the Anthropos elser,vhereJi th..=
is no need for me to go more closely now into thi, urp.., _,
Mercurius.ss Nevertheless, I would like to emphasizl on:.
again that the Anthropos idea coincides with the pry.nologi..
concept of the self. The atman and purusha doctrine as lvelr ..

_ alchemy give clear proofs of this.269 Another aspect of the dual nature of Mercurius is his ch.:-
acterization as senexss and, puer.ao The figure of Hermes as _
old man, amesred by archaeorogy, brings hlm into direct relati, -rvith Saturn-a relationship which pliys a considerable role ::
alchemy (see infra, pars. 274ff.). Meicurius truly consisis of r-_.
most extreme opposites; on the one hand he is undoubrec__
akrn to the godlread, on the other he is found in ser.vers. Rosin_,
(Zosimos) even calls him the terminus ani.ar lnthe Bundahisl --
the anus of Garotman is .,like hell on earth.,,

34 Ruland, Lexicon alchemiae, p. 47.35.Iohn Dee in Theatr. ch1m.,II (1659), p. tgg; Rosarium, in Art. aurif .,lt, p. . t:s'Eleazar, {Jrartes chymisches weriit, p. 5i. eau- Kadmon is the primo::_:
Man; cf. Mysterium Coniunctionis, ch. V. 

-
ST"Paratelsus as a Spiritual phenomenon,,, supra, pars. r65ff., a,d ps;cl;r::_
and Alchemy, index, s.v.
38 Gayomart also is a ki,d of vegetation numen like Mercurius, and like : ::fertilizes his mother, the earth. At the place where his life came to an enc iiearth turned to gold, and where his limLs disintegrated various metals appe::::
Cf, Christensen, Les Types du premier homme et du prernier roi clans i,i.,i,,,.-,
ldgendaire des lraniens, pp. 26, zg.
S9Senex draco in Valentinus, ,,practica,,, Mus, hcrm., p.425. In Verus Ht__ -
(16zo), pp. r5, 16, Mercurius is also designated with tfre Cnorti. name.,fa.-::
Mother."
40"De arte chimica,,, Art, aurif., I, p.5gr. Regius puellu.r in.,Introit. ap.-_
Mus. herm., pp. 678, 655.
47 art. aurif ., I, p. 3ro. Here it is the stone identical with Mercuri.s tha: :. .r
called' The context disailows the reading "anni.,, The passage which foilor..: - .:after, "nascitur in duobus montibus,; refers to the ,,Tractatus Arisr::.
(Theatr. chem., Y, 166o, pp. 7g7fl.), where the act of defecation is desr,:r_
(Cf. s,pra, "Paracelsus as a Spiritual phenomenon,,, par. rgz, n. 6r.) Corre::.:: :.
ing illustrations ror aurora consurgens may be found in the codex Rhenor:: -:r42ch. xxvrll. cf. Reitzenstein and schaeder, studien zum antiken synhrc:: ---
aus lran und Griechenland,p. rtg,
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headed snake.11 The "Aquarium sapientum" says that he i'
"triune, universal essence which is named Jehova.r2 He is dir::
and at the same time human." 13

271 From all this one must conclude that Mercurius coffesPon

not only to Christ, but to the triune divinity in general. T--

"Aurelia occulta" calls him " Azoth," and explains the term
follows: "For he is the A and O that is everywhere present. T:
philosophers have adorned [him] with the name Azoth, rrh:-
is compo.rnded of the A and Z of the Latins, the alpha a:

omega of the Greeks, and the aleph and tau of the Hebrerts:

Azoth." la^{;iInJ
The parallel with the Trinity could not be more clearly in<

cated. The anonymous commentator of the "Tractatus aureu

puts the parallel with Christ as Logos just as unmistakably' I
ifrirgr prbceed from the "philosophic heaven adorned rvith :
infinite multitude of stars," 16 from the creative Word inc:

nate, the Johannine Logos, without which "was not any thi!
made thaiwas made." The commentator says: "Thus the \Io
of renewal is invisibly inherent in all things, but it is not evide

in elementary solid bodies unless they have been brought ba

to the fifth, or heavenly and astral essence. Hence this Word
renewal is the seed of promise, or the philosophic heaven refi
gent with the infinite lights of the stars." 16 Mercurius is r
Logo, become world. The description given here may point
his-basic identity with the collective unconscious, for as I tri
to show in my essay "On the Nature of the Psyche," 17 the i
age of the starry heaven seems to be a visualization of the pec:

iJr nature of the unconscious. Since Mercurius is often c"I'"

filius, his sonship is beyond question.ls He is therefore lilc
tt Phil. rel., p.96.
12 This p.".rliu, designation refers to the demiurge, the saturniue lal&bol
who was connected with the "God of the Jews"'
13 Mus, herm.,p, trz,
t4 Th,eatr. chem.,IY (1659), p. 5o7.
16 lbid., p. 6r4.
16 Ibid., p. 615.
17 Pp. rg8f.
t8Ci. Rosarium,in Art. aurif., ll, p. 248: "filius . . . coloris coelici" (cited 3
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consclous, expresses a great deal that is not necessarily conscious
in all its implications. Nevertheless I should like to avoid giving
the impression that the alchemists were absorutely unconicio,s
of their thought-processes. How little this was so is proved by the
above quotations. But although Mercurius, in many texis, is
stated to be trinus et unus, this does not prevent him from shar-
ing very-strongly the quaternity of the Lpis, with which he is
essentially identical. He thus exemplifies ihat strange dilemma
which is posed by the problem of three urr6 66gf_the rvell-
known axiom of Maria Prophetissa. There is a classical Herme-,
te-tracephalzs as well as the Hermes tricephalus.2a rhe ground-
plan of the Sabaean temple of Mercuriu, *u, u triangle Inside a
square.25 In the scholia to the "Tractatus aureus,, tLe sign for
Mercurius is a- gquaye inside a triangle surrounded. by a-circle
(symbol of totality).26
24 Sclrweitzer, Herakles, p.84.
25 Chwolsohn, Die Ssabier und der Ssabisrnus, II, p.367,
26 Bibl, chem., I, p. 4og,
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moon., But contrariwise he is also the begetter of his parent: .

or, as the trearise of W^ei po_yang (c. a.n. i4z) remarks,'rhe go--
(sun) gets its quarities from Meriurius., (owing to theconran--.
nation, the astrologicar myth is always though-t of in chernic.
terms as well.) Because of his half-feminine-nature, Merc,ri...
is often identified with the moon1, and venus.rr As his or, -,
divine consort he easily turns into the goddess of love, just as :-
his role of Hermes he is ithyphallic. But he is also called r:..
"most.chaste virgin." 12 The relation of quicksilver to the mor -,
(silver) is obvious enough. Mercurius as the shining and shi:-_-
mering planet, appearing like Venus close to the-sun in r:.,.
morning or evening sky, is like her a Lucifer, a light_brine.:
(6ao66oos). He heralds, as the morning star does, Srly -r.*oT directly, the coming of the light.274 B,t the most important of alr for an interpretation of ]I.:-
curius is his relation to saturn. Mercurius ,rnri iridenticar rri:-
Saturn, and to the earlier alchemists especially, it is not quic..
silver, but the lead associated with Saturn, which usually rep:.

Christian idea of Christ as the leader of the .,round dance,, of the stars. (,,Te-:-
formation Symbolism in the Mass,,,pp. e7afi)
T "Tabula smaragdina,,, Rosarium,ii at:t. aur;1.,II, p. 2b3, and Mylius, phil. .t_.
P.1Or.
8"Allegoriae super librum Turbae,,, Art. aurif .,I, p. r55: .,origo Solis,,; Vcnr___

T\:*r:chem., Il (r6f9), p. eg6: .,The sun rises together with the moon in .:,_

belly of Mercurius.,,
0 Wei Po-yang, "An Ancient Chinese Treatise,,,p. 24r.l0"Epistola ad Hermannum,', Theatr, chem.,i liOOo;, p. goo; ..Gloria mLrr._-.
Mus. hernt'., pp, 224, 244. As the arcane substance magnesia he is called the : --moon" (l?osarium,in Art. aurif., II, p. :3r) and. succis lunariae (p. zrr). He -:
fallen clown from the moon (Berthetot, Atch. grecs, llill, vi, g;. The si-rc :.-
Mercurius is ) in the "Book of Krates,, (Berthelot, Moyen dge,III, p. 48). l:_ ::
Greek Magic Papyri, Hermes is invoked as .,circle of'the iroon,, ifr.lr..;,,-Paltyri Graecae Magicae,I, p. ,gf).
11 Vision of I(rates in Berthelot, Moyen ige, III, p. 63. As Aclam with Ver::; :
the bath, Valentinns,'.practica,,, Mus. herm.,p. ar5 1.t. Mysterium Coniuttc:::- .

pp.3o8,383). As Sal Veneris, green and recl lion (:Venus), Khunrath, H1,1. C,:.
Pp. gr, ro4. The substance o{ Nlercurius consists of Venus (Mylius, phi:. -.-
p. r7), Since his mother Venus is t]..e matrix corrupta, Mer.curius as her son :: .:.
puer leprosus ("Rosinus ad Sarratantam,', Art, aurif., I, p. 3rg). In the \l---
llpyt! the day of Aphrodite is associared with Hermes (preisenclanz, pap. c-,
Mag., Il, p. reo). In Al-'Iriqi the attributes of Venus are identical with th.:s: :
Mercurius: sister, bride, air, green, green lion, phoenix (Holmyard, p. 42q).
12 "Aurelia occulra," Theatr, chem.,ly (r659), p. 4go.
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"the lion of the Catholic tribe," 26 paraphrasing the "lion of tbc
tribe of Judah"-an allegory of Christ.27 He calls Saturn "thc
lion green and red." 28 In Gnosticism Saturn is the higher
archon, the lion-headed Ialdabaoth,2e rneaning "child of chaot-
But in alchemy the child of chaos is Mercurius.so

216 The relation to and identity r,vith Saturn is important b+
cause Saturn is not only a maleficus but actually the dwellin*
place of the devil himself. Even as the highest archon and demi
urge his Gnostic reputation was not the best. According to
one Cabalistic source, Beelzebub was associated with him.31 \Ir-
lius says that if Mercurius were ro be purified, then Lucifa
would fall from heaven.32 A contemporary marginal note in e
seventeenth-century treatise in my possession explains the term
sulphur, the masculine principle of X4ercurius,33 as diabolus.lf
Mercurius is not exactly the Evil One himself, he at least con-
tains him-that is, he is morally neutral, good and evil, or at
Khunrath says: "Good with the good, evil with the evil." B{ Hir
nature is more exactly defined, ho.rvever, if one conceives him as
a process that begins with evil and ends with good, A ratha
deplorable but picturesque poem in Verus Hermes (16zo) sur
marizes the process as follows:

A weakling babe, a greybeard old,
Surnamed the Dragon: me they hold
In darkest dungeon languishing
That I may be reborn a king.

A fiery sword makes me to smart,
Death gnaws my flesh and Lrones apart.

26 Hyl. Chaos, p. gZ.
27 cf. christ as lion in the Ancoratus of Epiphanius and as lion cub in st. Grqr
ory, In Septem Psalm, Penit,, ps, 5 : ro (Migne, p.L,, vol.79, col. 6o9).
28 Hyl, Chaos, p. tgb.
29 Bousset, Hauptproblenxe der Gnosis, pp. 1c., Z2L, gbz.
30 For Saturn's day as the last day of creation, see infra, par, Aor,
31 Codex Parisiensis z4rg, fol. 277r. Cited in Reitzenstein, poimandres,p, 

Tg,
s2 Phil. ref ., p. 18,
33 Sulphur is the "fire hidden in Mercurius', (Trevisanus in Tlzeatr. chem- L
r6bg, p. 7oo). He is identical with Mercurius: ,'sulphur is mercurial and Mercurir
is sulphureal" ("Brevis manuductio," Mus, herm., p,?88).
laHyl. Chaos, p. 186. Therefore, he says, we should pray to God for the spiri
of discretion, that it may teach us the distinction between good and evil.
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8, MERCURIUS AND HERMES

278 We have already met with a number of alchemical statemen::
which show plainly that the characrer of the classical Herm-
was faithfully reproduced later in the figure of L{ercurius. Ti:-,
is in part an unconscious repetition, in part a spontaneous ri
experience, and finally also a conscious ieferenci to the pag::
god. There can be no doubt that Michael Maier was consciorx-:
alluding to Hermes as pointer of the way (66a76s) when he sa::
that he found on his mystic peregrination a statue of Mercuri-,
p_ointing the way to paradise,l and that he was referring :
F{ermes the mystagogue when he made the Erythraean Sib.
say of Mercurius: "He will make you a witness of the myster:-
of God and the secrets of nature." 2 Again, as the d,iainui ten::-
rius,Mercurius is the revealer of divine secrets,3 or in the fo:=
of gold is conceived to be the soul of the arcane subsran-.
(magnesia),a or the fructifier of the philosophical rree.5 In r:,
"Epigramma Mercurio philosophico dicatum', 6 he is cal-;:
the messenger of the gods, the hermeneut (interpreter), and r_=
Egyptian "Theutius" (Thoth). Maier even goejso far as to ::,
late him to Hermes Kyllenios when he calls him ',this faithl-.
and all too elusive Arcadian youth," z for in Arcadia w?s r-,:
sanctuary of Kyllenios, the ithyphallic Hermes. In the schc-::
to the "Tractatus aureus" Mercurius is named outright -;:
"Kyllenian hero." 8 Maier's words might also be a reference :.
Eros. And in fact, in Rosencrevtz's bhyrnical Wed.d.ing, \I.:
lSymb, aur. rnens,, p. bg2. [Cf. Mysterium Coniunctionis, pars. r76ft.]
2Ibid., p. 6oo.
3 Dorn, in Theatr. chem.,l (r6SS), p. f+7.
4 Khunrath, Hyl. Chaos, p. zgg.
5 Ripley, in Theatr. chem.,Il (1659), p. rr3.
a Mus. herm,, p.7Bg,
7 Symb. aur. mens,, p. g86.
a Theatr, chem.,IY (r659), p. 673.
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lic old man who pursues the "blue" or "dog1ike" 18 woman in
Hippolytus. Kyllenios does in fact appear in Hippolytuslo as

identical on the one hand with the Logos and on the other with
the wicked Korybas, the phallus, and the demiurgic principle in
general2o Another aspect of this dark Mercurius is the mother-
son incest, which may be traceable to Mandaean influences:
there Nabu (Mercurius) and Istar (Astarte) form a syzygr-
Astarte is the mother and love goddess throughout the whole
Near East, where she is also tainted with the incest motif. Nabu
is the "Messiah of the Lie," who because of his malice is pun-
ished and kept in prison by the sun.21 The texts remind us again
and again that Mercurius is "found in the dung-heaps," but ther
add ironically that "many have grubbed in the dung-heaps, but
extracted nothing thereby." zz

279 This dark Mercurius must once again be understood as rep
resenting the initial nigredo state, the lowest being a symbol of
the highest and vice versa:

Anfang und Ende
Reichen sich die Hiinde.23

He is the uroboros, the One and All, the union of opposites
accomplished during the alchemical process, of which Penotur
says:24

Mercurius is begotten by nature as the son of nature and the fruii
of the liquid element. But even as the Son of Man is begotten by tb.
philosopher and created as the fruit of the Virgin, so must bc

[Mercurius] be raised from the earth and cleansed of all earthines*
then he ascends entire into the air, and is changed into spirit. Thrx
Lsxvatoet}fi or xuvoetifi. Hippolytus, Elenchos, V, zo,6 and 7 (ed. Wendland) hr
the latter reading. The alchemical equivalents of this strange mythologem sq
port both possibilities: Dog as Logos, psychopomp, and filius canis coelici cole',z
(P"ppy of celestial hue), all referring to Mercurius. lCf. Mysterium Coniu<-
tionis, pars. t74fr.f
ts Elenchos, V , 7, zg.
20 The duality of the Mercurius concept has a parallel in the syncretist vien: ci
the Naassenes, who sought to $asp and express the psychological experience d
the paradoxical First Cause. But I must be content with this hint.
21 Bousset, Hauptprobleme d,er Gnosis, pp. 49, bb, r4z.
22 Rosariurn, in Art, aurif .,11, p. 249.
23 "Beginnings and ends/Touch hands."
24 Theatr. chem.,I (r659), p. 6or.
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united in the furure. At that time it *"m
f,:**g:*, _11",r:i,,ation of ,.rigi.", as well as scientific

;;.H,,; 
stitt needed u.ro..-u ,rr'il,u.r" #L#'i: Lt'r:ffil:

28 [-fhis paragraph or.iginally ended the monograph._EDrroRs,]
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tal hermaphrodite." 10 Altogether, in the macrocosm of natttre
he occupies the position which Christ holds in the mundu:
rationulis of divine revelation. But as the saying "My light sur-

passes all other lights" 11 shotvs, the claim of Mercurius goe:

even further, which is lvhy the alchemists endowed him r'vith th=

attributes of the Trinityl2 in order to make clear his complei=
correspondence to God. In Dante, Satan is three-headed an;
therefore three-in-one. FIe is the counterpart of God in the seu:t

that he is God's antithesis. The alchemists did not hold this vie"
of Mercurius; on the contrary, they salv him as a divine eman3-

tion harmonious r,vith God's olvn being. The stress they lai:
on his capacity for self-generation, self-transformation, seli-

reproduction, and self-destruction contradicts the idea that he :'
a ireated being. It is therefore only logical when Paracelsus ar: -
Dorn state that the prima materia is an "increatum" and a prir--
ciple coeternal lvith God. This denial of creatio ex nihilo is sti:-
ported by the fact that in the beginning God found the Tehc:--
already in existence, that same maternal world of Tiamat \\'hc,-.
son we encounter in Mercurius.l3

1o Klrunratlr, Hyl. Chaos, p. gg.
11 "septenr Tract. hermet.," Ars chen-tica, p, 22. Rosarium, p. 38r: "I illttrr'-:',
the air with my light and warm the earth with my heat, I bring forth :: .

nourish the things of nature, plants and stones, and with my power I take a':'
the darkness of night, and cause day to endure in the world, and I lighten :
lights with my light, even those in lvhich there is no splendour nor gleatr-':-

For all these are of my work, rvheu l put upon me my garments; and those :" :

seek me, let them make peace between me and my bride." This is cited fLotl'-:'
"I)icta Belini" (printed in Nlanget's Bibl. chent', I, p. +28). There are variar: :

in the tcxt. I have quotecl the passage in full bccause of its psychological inte:.-
12"For in the Stone are body, sou1, and spilit, and yet it is one stone" ("Ext::
in Ttrrb.," Art. au.rif .,I, p. r7o).
ls Cf. Psychol.ogy and Alchenr.y, par. 26.
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omy, and alchemy chemistry. On the other hand, the peculiarconnection between character and the astronomical d.etermina_tion of time has only.very-recently begun to turn into something

lff:"^1*Tqan empirical science. Tie realy i-p.rtr", pry.-f,i.tacts can neither be measured, weighed, no, seen in a teit'tubeor under a microscope. They are- therefore supposeafy i"a"-terminable, in orher words they musr be left to pJopt" ;(o;;r"an inner sense for them, just as colours must be shown to the
seeing and not to the blind.286 The store of projections found. in alchemy is, if possible,
even less known, and there is a further drawback which makescloser investigation extremely difficult. For, unrike the astrorog-ical constituents of character which, if negative, are atrnor, ,rr-pleasant for the ind.ividual, though u-.rrirg to his ,r"igt Uorr,the alchemic,al projections repre"sent colrective contents thatsrand tn parntul contrast_or rather, in compensatory relation_to our highest rarional convicrions and vaiues. irrli gir" ,r,"strange answers of,the natural psyche to rhe ,.rti,,,ut"'qii"stions
which reason has left urtouched. Contrary to all progress andbelief in a future that will deliver us from the sorrowful present.
they point back to something primeval, ;, il";;;;;r;;;-
lessly static, erernal ,*ry oi-utter thar makes'our fonhly ne-Iieved-in world look like a phanrasmagoria of shiftinj ,...ro.They show us, as the redemptive goar ofiur active, a"riio.r, rir".a symbol of the inorganic--the st"one-something thut does notlive but merely exists-or "becomes," the passive ,ib3..t or 

^ 
ri--itless and unfathomable play of opposites. ,,Soul,,, that bodi-less abstraction of the ,utionil inteillct, and ,,spirit,,, ,hu, ,.,r*dimensional metaphor of dry-as-dust ph,osophii"i ai"r..ii., 
"ppear in alchemical projection in almost physical, pturti.-Ior_.like tangible breath-bodies, and refuse to furrction'r:;;;;;n.r,

parts of our rational consciousness. The hope fom prf.i"lrg.without the soul is brought to nothing, and the illusion that theunconscious has only just been discoiered vanishes: in a some-what peculiar form,'admittedly, it has been know, f* .lor. o.two thousand years. Let us, however, not delude orrs.lves, .r,-.more than we can separate the constituents of character from theastronomical determinan* of time are we abre to ,"purui. tnr,unruly and evasive Mercurius from the u,r,orrorrrytof _"ur,.,Something of the projection_carrier atways clings to the projec_
238
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created things, the hiranyagarbha (golden germ),2 the supra-
personal self, represented by the filius nla,crocosnli, the one stone
of the wise. "Rosinus ad Sarratantam" cites a saying of "Malus
Philosophus" s which attempts to formulate the psychological
relation of the lapis to consciousness: "This stone is belorv thee,
as to obedience; above thee, as to dominion; therefore from
thee, as to knowledge; about thee, as to equals." a Applied to
the self, this would mean: "The self is subordinate to you, yet on
the other hand rules you. It is dependent on your orvn efforts
and your knowledge, but transcends you and embraces all those
who are of like mind." This refers to the collective nature of the
self, since the self epitomizes the wholeness of the personalit;-.
By clefinition, wholeness includes the collective unconscious.
r,'rhich as experience seems to show is everywhere identical.

s88 The encounter of the poor student rvith the spirit in the bot-
tle portrays the spiritual adventure of a blind and unawakened
human being. The same motif underlies the tale of the srvine-
herd who climbed the world-tree,5 and also forms the leitmott
of alchemy. For what it signifies is the individuation process as it
prepares itself in the unconscious and gradually enters con-
sciousness. The commonest alchemical symbol for this is the tree.
the arbor philosophica, which derives from the paradisal rree oi
knowledge. FIere, as in our fairytale, a daemonic serpent, an er-il
spirit, prods and persuades to knorvledge. In vie.rv of the Biblicat
precedent, it is not surprising that the spirit Mercurius has, to
say the least, a great many connections with the dark side. One
of his aspects is the female serpent-daemon, Lilith or Melusina-
who lives in the philosophical tree. At the same time, he not
only partakes of the Holy Spirit but, according to alchemy, is
actually identical with it. We have no choice but to accepr rhi..
shocking paradox after all we have learnt about the ambivalence
of the spirit archetype. Our ambiguous Mercurius simply con-
2Cf, Maitrayana-Brdhmana Upanishad, V,8 (Sacred Books of the East, vol. r..
p. g1r). He occurs as the spiritus aegetatiuus and collective soul in the vedanr:-
Sutras (ibid., vol. 34, p. t7g, and vol.48, p.578).
sThe treatise of Rosinus (Zosimos) is pr.obabiy of Arabic origin. .,Malus,,migr;
be a corruption of "Magus." The Fihrist of Ibn al-Nadim (e.o. gg7) lists, alor,:
with writings of Rimas (Zosimos), rwo works by Magus one of which is entitlec
"The Book of the Wise Magus (?) on the Arr" (Ruska, Turba, p, z7z).
4 Art. auril.,I, p. 3ro.
6 Cf. "The Phenomenology of the Spirit in Fairytales,,,pp. 23rff.
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ALCHEMICAL STUDIES

a symbol embracing the opposites, it should nor be thought of a_.

a-so to speak-more complete symbol of the self. That would be
decidedly incorrect, for actually it is an image whose form anC
content are largely determined by the unconscious. For this rea-
son it is never found in the texts in finished and well-definec
form; we have to combine all the scattered. references to the
various arcane substances, to Mercurius, to the transformatioc
process and the end product. Although the lapis in one aspecr or
another is almost always the subject discussed, there is no rea-
consensus of opinion in regard to its actual form. Almost even
author has his own special allegories, synonyms, and metaphors.
This makes it clear that the stone, though indeed an obfect o:
general experiment, was to an even greater extent an olltcrop
ping of the unconscious, lvhich only sporadically crossed tlie
borderline of subjectivity and gave rise to the vague genera_
concept of the lapis philosophorum.

29o Opposed to this figure veiled in the twilight of more or les
secret doctrines there stands, sharply outlined by dogma, the Sor
of Man and Salvator Mundi, Christ the Sol Novus, before whor
the lesser stars pale. He is the affirmation of the daylight of con-
sciousness in trinitarian form. So clear and definite is the ChrL:
figure that whatever differs from him must appear not only infe-
rior but perverse and vile. This is not the reirrtt of Christ;s o-rr
teaching, but rather of what is taught about him, and especiallr
of the crystal purity which dogma has bestowed upon hii figure
As a result, a tension of opposites such as had nerer o...rr...
before in the whole hisrory of christianity beginning r,vitrr th.
Creation arose between Christ and the Antic[rist, ai Satan c.
the fallen angel. At the time of Job, Satan is still found amon:
the sons of God. "Now there was a day," it says in Job r : i
"when the sons of God came to present themselves before th=
Lord, and Satan came also among them." This picture of a cele-'
tial family reunion gives no hint of the New Testament ,,Gc:

thee hence, Satan" (Matthew 4 : ro), nor yet of the dragc:_
chained in the underr,vorld for a thousand years (Rev. zo : zf. I.
looks as if the superabundance of light on one side had produce-
an all the blacker darkness on the other. One can also see tha:
the uncommonly great diffusion of black substance makes a sil-
less being almost impossible. A loving belief in such a being na:-
urally involves cleansing one's own house of black filth. But th<
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ALCHEMICAL STUDIES

ble of the unjust sreward. (Luke r6) has nor found its wav intotne Apocrypha, where it rvould have fitted so well.292 The rift in the.metaphysicar worrd t as slowiy risen into con-sciousness as a split i,n fne human psyche, ,"; ih; ;;;uggte be_y"-", light and darkness moves to the nuttt"gro.,,.J'within.
This shift of scene is not entirery self-evident, r"". *rri.r, reaso:St. Ignatius Loyola considered ii necersary to open our eyes i,_the conflict and'impress it on o", f".firg, ly *.,o* of ,n" _o.,drastic-spiritual eiercises.? These efforis, tor ouvious 

-r.uron..

had only.a very.limired..rulg" of applicat'i"". A;;;;; strangei:enough, it was the medicarLen *ho, ut the turn of the rrir:.-teenth century, were forcecl to intervene and get the obstructe;process of conscious realizatio:r going again.-Approaching ti-:.pro bl em f rom a scientifi c anglc, "o"a'i"rrL",r; ;f;;;l igi o i^-.aim, Freud uncoverecl the al]ysmal d;rk;;;'or"rrr#u.r'.ru,ur.
which a wourd-be enrigrrtenc<J optimism had srriven io.or...Since then psychotheripY, in on'e form or another, has persi.:.ently explored the .r.t"rriu" area of crarkness which i rruue .rti" _the shadow. This attempt of modern science opened the eyes ,,:only a fer,v. However, the historic events of our time ha,..painted a picture of man,s psychic reality in indelible loio.rr, ,blood and fire, and given'him a* oni.t, t.rror, *^lJ h" ,,,never be able to forget if_and this is ,ir. gr"u, qr"riior_fr. f,..today acquired enough consciousness to [".p ,p with the f,,.-ous pace of the devil lvitrrin him. The onry oiher't op.-ir-tt,o, .-.may learn to curb a creativiry which is wasting i*.iiir, ,rr. .'.--ploitation of material power. 'Urfo.trrrtely, 

atT r,,._p,, ir, th.,direction look like bloodless Utopirr.-
zg4 

,-- lfhe figure of christ the Logos has raised the anima ratiortc.rn man ro a level of importanci which remains 
"""ti..iir""t .so long as it knows itseli to be below and subject ," irrl, _Jr.r, ,, ,Lord of spirits. Reason, holever, ho, ,", itserf free ancl p: _

claimed itself the ruler. It has ,u, Lrin.orred in Notre Dame .,Diesse Raison and rreraldea 
"r.rtr-ihat were to come. oulc, .-,sciousness is no ronger confinecr within a sacred temenos of oti:=:worldly, eschatological images. It *rs helped to Ur""f."fr"e br :force that did not stream dJwn from above_like the lumeri ::lumine-but came up with ,r.*"rrjom pressure from belorr.a-.:increased in strength us .onr.io.rr.r.r, a.ru.ted itself from ;-=7 The Spiritual Exercises (trans. Rickaby), pp. 7SII.
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bility, the very qualities we so urgently need to heal the split in
ourselves.

If one makes a synopsis of aII the descriptions and alchemical
pictures of Mercurius, they form a sffiking parallel to the sym-
bols of the self derived from other sources. One can hardly es-

cape the conclusion that Mercurius as the lapis is a symbolic ex-

pression for the psychological complex which I have defined as

the self. Similarly, the Christ figure must be viewed as a self sym-
bol, and for the same reasons. But this leads to an apparentls
insoluble contradiction, for it is not at first clear how the uncon-
scious can shape tr,vo such different images from one and the
same content, lvhich moreover possesses the character of totalits.
Certainly the centuries have done their spiritual work upon
these two figures, and one is inclined to assume that both har-e

been in large measure anthropomorphized during the process ol
assimilation. For those who hold that both figures are inventions
of the intellect, the contradiction is quickly resolved. It then
merely reflects the subjective psychic situation: the two figure-.
would stand for man and his shadorv.

This very simple and obvious solution is, unfortunatelv-
founded on premises that do not stand up to criticism. The fie-
ures of Christ and the devil are both based on archetypal pat-
terns, and were never invented but rather experienced. Their
existence preceded all cognition of them,e and the intellect haC

no hand in the matter, except to assimilate them and if possible
give them a place in its philosophy. Only the most superficia-
intellectualism can overlook this fundamental fact. We are actu-
ally confronted with two different images of the se1f, which in al-
likelihood presented a duality even in their original form. ThL
duality was not invented, but is an autonomous phenomenon.

Since we naturally think from the standpoint of conscioui
ness, we inevitably come to the conclusion that the split between
consciousness and the unconscious is the sole cause of this dual-
ity. But experience has demonstrated the existence of a precon-
scious psychic functioning and of corresponding autonomou:
factors, the archetypes. Once we can accept the fact that thc
voices and delusions of the insane and the phobias and obse--

sions of the neurotic are beyond rational control, and that tht
ego cannot voluntarily fabricate dreams but simply dreams rvha:
9 Bvidence for this is the widespread motif of the two hostile brothers.
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could rather be said to be a "diabolization" of Lucifer or of Mer-
curius. Mercurius is an adumbration of the primordial light-
bringer, who is never himself the light, bui a guoglpos wlto
brings the light of nature, the light of the moon and the stars
which fades before rhe new morning light. Of this light St. Au-
gustine says that it will never turn to darkness unless the creator
is abandoned by the love of his creatures. But this, too, belong.
to the rhythm of day and night. As Hcilderlin says in ,,patmosn:

and shamefully
A power wrests away the heart from us;
For the Heavenly each demand sacrifice,
But if it should be withheld,
Never has that led to goocl.

3or When all visible lights are extinguished one finds, accordin:
to the words of the wise Yajflavalkya, the light of the self. ,,!Vha:
th-9n-is the light of man? Self is his light. liis by the light of th.
self that a man rests, goes forth, does his work and. re1urns,,, -
Thus, with Augustine, the first day of creation begins with sel:-
knowledge, cognitio sui ipsius,ls by which is meant a knorr--
edge not of the ego but of the self, that objective phenomeno:
o-f which the ego is the subject.la Then, foilowing-the order c:
the days of creation in Genesis, comes knowledge- of the firm=-
ment, of the earth, the sea, the plants, the stars, the animals c:
the lvater and air, and finally, on the sixth day, knowledge of th:
land animals and of ipsiu,s hominis, of man himserf. The"cogni:::
matu.tina is self-knowledge, but the cognitio aespertina -
knowledge of man.15 As Augustine describes it, the cognir:-

12 Brihadaranyaka Upanishad, IV, B, 6 (cf. Hume, The Thirteen princi:,:-
Upanishads,p.r33),
1_3 "And when it [the creature,s knowleclge] comes to the knowledge of ir< -
that is one day" (Et hoc cum facit in cognitione sui ipsir"rs, dies,nui est).-r,-:
city of Gotl, XI, vii. This may be trre source for the itrange cresignation of -.:
lapis as "filius unius diei." [Cf. Mysterium Coniunctionis,pp.las, S"+.]
14 "since no knowledge is better than that by which r.rur'r t.,oru, himserf, rei -
examine our thoughts, words, and deecls, For what does it avail us if we are ::
investigate carefully and understand rightly the narure of all things, yet do :.:,
understand ourselves?"-Zi,ber de Spiritu et Ani.ma, LI (Migne, p.i., vol. .,
cols.816-17). This book is a very much later treatise falsely attributerl to.r-_
gustine.
ls"wherefore the knowledge of the creature, which is in itserf evening kncr
edge, was in God morning knowleclge; for the creature is more plainly seec =
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urn's day. saturday heralds the light which appears in full
strength on Sun-day. As I have shown, Mercurius is closely re-
lated not only to venus but more especially to saturn. As Mer-
ctrrius he is juaenis, as Saturn senex.

3o2 It seems to me that Augustine apprehended a great truth,
namely that every spirituar truth gradually turns intJ something
material, becoming no more than a tool in the hand of man. In
consequence, man can hardly avoid seeing himself as a knower,
yes, even as a creator, with boundless possibilities at his com-
mand. The alchemist was basically this sort of person, but mucrr
less so than modern man. An archemist courd itilr pray: "purge
the horrible darknesses of our mind," but modein man is ar-
ready so darkened that nothing beyond the light of his own in-
tellect illuminates his world. "occasus christilpassio chrisri.,, s(,

That surely 1s wJly such strange things are happening ro our
much lauded civilization, more like Jcarerd.iinmerirg than
anynormal twilight.

3og Mercurius, that two-faced god, comes as the lumen naturae.
the servator and Salvator, only to those whose reason strives to-
wards the highest iight ever received by man, and who do not
trust-exclusively to the cognitio xespertina. For those who are
unmindful of this light, the lumen iaturae turns into a perilous
ignis fatum, and the psychopomp into a diabolical seduler. Lu-
cifer, who could have brou$ht light, becomes the father of lies
whose voice in our time, supported by press and radio, revels in
orgies of propaganda and leads untold'millions to ruin.
20 Enarrationes in Ps. CIII, Sermo III, zr (Migne, p.L.,vol. g7, col. ry74),
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