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‘Bpui koouokpdTwp, &vkbpdie, kikNe ageNYIS,
oTpoyyUhe Kkal TeTphywye, Noywy dpxnyéra 1
merdodikatdavve, XAauvdndope, TTYVOTESLNE,
Tauphvov YNOoans pedéwy, drnTolat TPOPNTE -

(Hermes, ruler of the world, dweller in the heart, circle of the =
Round and square, inventor of the words of the tongue,

Obedient to justice, wearer of the chlamys, shod in winged
Guardian of the many-sounding tongue, prophet to mortals.)

—A Magic Papyrus (Preisendanz, I, p- 139
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ALCHEMICAL STUDIES

him out. So he let him out and received as a reward a small =
of rag. Quoth the spirit: “If you spread one end of this ov&
wound it will heal, and if you rub steel or iron with the other &
it will turn into silver.” Thereupon the boy rubbed his dam
axe with the rag, and the axe turned to silver and he was able
sell it for four hundred thaler. Thus father and son were freed
all worries. The young man could return to his studies, and
thanks to his rag, he became a famous doctor.2

Now, what insight can we gain from this fairytale? As =
know, we can treat fairytales as fantasy products, like dreas
conceiving them to be spontaneous statements of the usm
scious about itself.

As at the beginning of many dreams something is said =%
the scene of the dream action, so the fairytale mentions the
est as the place of the magic happening. The forest, dark
impenetrable to the eye, like deep water and the sea, is the &
tainer of the unknown and the mysterious. It is an approps:
synonym for the unconscious. Among the many trees—the 1ins
elements that make up the forest—one tree is especially comss
uous for its great size. Trees, like fishes in the water, repress
the living contents of the unconscious. Among these coni=
one of special significance is characterized as an “oak.” Tee
have individuality. A tree, therefore, is often a symbol of ==
sonality.® Ludwig IT of Bavaria is said to have honoured ce=
particularly impressive trees in his park by having them salues
The mighty old oak is proverbially the king of the forest. &
it represents a central figure among the contents of the uns
scious, possessing personality in the most marked degree. ki
the prototype of the self, a symbol of the source and goal of
individuation process. The oak stands for the still unconscs
core of the personality, the plant symbolism indicating a stz
deep unconsciousness. From this it may be concluded that
hero of the fairytale is profoundly unconscious of himself. ¥
one of the “sleepers,” the “blind” or “blindfolded,” whom

2 [Author’s paraphrase. Cf. “The Spirit in the Bottle,” Grimm’s Fairy =
(trans. Hunt, rev. Stern), pp. 458-62.—EDITORS.]

3 Concerning personification of trees, see Frazer, The Magic Art, 11, ch.o W
are also the dwelling places of spirits of the dead or are identical with the
of the newborn child (ibid., I, p. 184).

194




961
LTIV JO 1001 3m
st ,poo Jo PIOM,, pa&a-puesnoql pue paumu-&ueul oY) dIyMm < 9%
~ua ‘smA[oddgH ‘3D sopsoun) Ay} Aq osuos owres Y} UL pasht ST FONER

o1, Teorydoso[ryd 2U.L,, ‘BIyur 938 ‘Joquiks 9913 9} UO [RIIIBLE T=

opm$ se SN PAISEAd,, ) J9$IT ST arey 10 x03 oy, 21d

smoys  rewrue [nyd[ay,, 9Y L, "UrRIunout 33 Ul o0y ® Ojul Sure

X0j © I9)JE SUNI UTW I9I0UE Prq 1IN orIyM ‘uew P3Pl
‘soyeriTur oY) Jo d[dwd) € ST YIIYM uodn urgUnOW B 91032q ‘punt

1 ‘Cwayo)y puv (3oj0yodsq) avangvu 12 1340 wnynaads vpgro =

ur wopeTISN[[L oY) OS[Y (1T ‘81, fooudIojsurLy, 1) JO ASoroupisg ==

e i 1adoars o) Subyem [oSue ue Sumoys waqy SN Jo aSed-apm

SUO ST YOTYM ‘Snanp12320. snjrads $IL 931 A JO Uourm.
Surgrowos st J1Irds STY3 “I2)e] 938 [[eYS M SV I pouoszat
JySnesn Qstwoyd[e Ue ST IBY) ‘uerorSewr B A[qeuInssis

Uoy) seM UIIGM A[1I0( B UL PIUGUOD I8If SEA 3T -

01 sjool oy} Suoure Aeme USPPIY JOU SEM 3T Ajreimamyy .

e oprsur pafess s B ST 1001 Y} UT USPPIY I35 HEE
*ss9001d UOTIEMEE A

70 Te08 oY syuRsardar YIYM aunioydosopyd sidur =

-[e 3O [oquuAs [eIIUID pue JuROYIUSIS JsOUL Y JO S
oU1 Mes AdU) WYY UL UL DIULOZLYL ueapoopadms i
-puodsor1oo §221pp4 SE SIUDWI[D INOJ IIDT) PIGLIF=E =
oy T, "D djewIURUL Y} UL PAJOOT juerd Surar] 213
oy ueyy roSurns Aem OU UL ST 31 F9SIT UL UBSUL AEE
oY) JO JUDTWIAIEIS I[EIILUWDL ST} IOAIILYM ‘SJUITGS
g Apoq oy ur paapul ‘Apoq A1 UL SI00X SHT SLY J[=5 P =
PINOM ST} ‘SULIO) reorSofoyohsd Uy ‘wropSuny [BIEE
‘wipea OTUESIOUT dT) 0JUT PUIXD SI00I Y, 2910 =% =
Suowe YPILd Y UL 2ISY) UMOP T[IM ST jsureSe paue
148ned st 9] *019Y Y} Aq 951J 395 9q O3 SPULUIP 3T FHH
$norosuod pue ‘yoaads ‘9o10A—A1TTRUOSIDd JO SYTRTE S
o3 sassassod os[e 31 Ayrpeuoszad e ‘sey IO ‘ST T 20T TEE S
oy Jo 3001 9 ur Ing doy oYy UL JOU USPPIY ST 3=
¢'191095 18213 © S[BIIU0D 9213 25
‘0197 INO 10 ,, POUDIUSI[U,, 194 J0U OIe OUM S5
-sATWI 2T JO 9ensue[ ot Ul IO SS9US[OUM,, TItE
97&1_m§m:r*5mm"‘mfrm}"1‘_r§qrp'§ﬁiﬁm 79K JOU OAEE i
WY} JO SNOMSUCOUN [[1IS 9I8 OYM PIUNEMBLT = am
,/SOSTIROI) [EDIWIDUDTR UIE)ISD JO SUOREBNSOIIL ST =

SNTINDYAN LIUIdS HHL




ALCHEMICAL STUDIES

definition of Mercurius. As the life principle of the tree, it is =
sort of spiritual quintessence abstracted from it, and could 2«
be described as the principium individuationis. The tree wou &
then be the outward and visible sign of the realization of ‘
self. The alchemists appear to have held a similar view. The
the “Aurelia occulta” says: “The philosophers have sought mos
eagerly for the centre of the tree which stands in the mids: =
the earthly paradise.” 7 According to the same source, Chris
himself is this tree.® The tree comparison occurs as early =
Eulogius of Alexandria (c. .. 600), who says: “Behold in s
Father the root, in the Son the branch, and in the Spirit the
fruit: for the substance [otota] in the three is one.” ® Mercusie
too, is trinus et unus.

So if we translate it into psychological language, the fairyes
tells us that the mercurial essence, the principium indiv oo
ationis, would have developed freely under natural conditices
but was robbed of its freedom by deliberate intervention fru
outside, and was artfully confined and banished like an = &
spirit. (Only evil spirits have to be confined, and the wicked=es
of this spirit was shown by its murderous intent.) Supposing
fairytale is right and the spirit was really as wicked as it relases
we would have to conclude that the Master who imprisoned S
principium individuationis had a good end in view. But whe «
this well-intentioned Master who has the power to banish “
principle of man’s individuation? Such power is given only = &
ruler of souls in the spiritual realm. The idea that the princigis
of individuation is the source of all evil is found in Schopess
hauer and still more in Buddhism. In Christianity, too, humas
nature is tainted with original sin and is redeemed from *' &
stain by Christ’s self-sacrifice. Man in his ‘“natural” conditi-=
neither good nor pure, and if he should develop in the nat
way the result would be a product not essentially different &=
an animal. Sheer instinctuality and naive unconsciousness
troubled by a sense of guilt would prevail if the Master had =
interrupted the free development of the natural being by
ducing a distinction between good and evil and outlawinz -
evil. Since without guilt there is no moral consciousness

7 Theatrum chemicum, IV (1659), p. 5o0.
8Ibid., p. 478: “(Christ), who is the tree of life both spiritual and bodily.”
9 Krueger, Das Dogma von der Dreicinigkeit und Gottmenschheit, p- 205-
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ALCHEMICAL STUDIES

*
spherical glass vessel.* Likewise the “spiritual” or “ethereal”
(acthereus) philosophers’ stone is a precious vitrum (sometimes
described as malleabile) which was often equated with the goid
glass (aurum vitreum) of the heavenly Jerusalem (Rev. 21 =25

It is worth noting that the German fairytale calls the spins
confined in the bottle by the name of the pagan god, Mercuriss.
who was considered identical with the German national gos
Wotan. The mention of Mercurius stamps the fairytale as =&
alchemical folk legend, closely related on the one hand to the |
allegorical tales used in teaching alchemy, and on the other &8
the well-known group of folktales that cluster round the mosi
of the “spellbound spirit.”” Our fairytale thus interprets the
evil spirit as a pagan god, forced under the influence of Chess
tianity to descend into the dark underworld and be moraiig
disqualified. Hermes becomes the demon of the mysteries '
brated by all tenebriones (obscurantists), and Wotan the dema
of forest and storm; Mercurius becomes the soul of the mez=
the metallic man (homunculus), the dragon (serpens mercs
alis), the roaring fiery lion, the night raven (nycticorax), and =5
black eagle—the last four being synonyms for the devil. In %
the spirit in the bottle behaves just as the devil does in ==
other fairytales: he bestows wealth by changing base metal &=
gold; and like the devil, he also gets tricked.

14 Dialogus miraculorum, trans. by Scott and Bland, I, pp. 42, 236.
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ALCHEMICAL STUDIES

suggest that originally the tree and the daemon were one and
the same, and that their separation is a secondary phenomence
corresponding to a higher level of culture and consciousness
The original phenomenon was nothing less than a nature deirs.
a tremendum pure and simple, which is morally neutral. Boe
the secondary phenomenon implies an act of discriminatios
which splits man off from nature and thus testifies to the exiss
ence of a more highly differentiated consciousness. To this &
added, as a tertiary phenomenon testifying to a still higher leve.
the moral qualification which declares the voice to be an ex
spirit under a ban. It goes without saying that this third level =
marked by a belief in a “higher” and “good” God who, thouss
he has not finally disposed of his adversary, has nevertheless re=
dered him harmless for some time to come by imprisonmes:
(Rev. 20: 1-3).

Since at the present level of consciousness we cannot supposs
that tree daemons exist, we are forced to assert that the primitive
suffers from hallucinations, that he hears his own unconscic
which has projected itself into the tree. If this theory is correct—
and I do not know how we could formulate it otherwise today—
then the second level of consciousness has effected a different =
tion between the object “tree” and the unconscious content pre-
jected into it, thereby achieving an act of enlightenment. The
third level rises still higher and attributes “evil” to the psycha
content which has been separated from the object. Finally &
fourth level, the level reached by our consciousness today, ez
ries the enlightenment a stage further by denying the objectiwe
existence of the “spirit” and declaring that the primitive &
heard nothing at all, but merely had an auditory hallucinati==
Consequently the whole phenomenon vanishes into thin air—
with the great advantage that the evil spirit becomes obviomsis
non-existent and sinks into ridiculous insignificance. A &%+
level, however, which is bound to take a quintessential view =
the matter, wonders about this conjuring trick that turns whe |
began as a miracle into a senseless self-deception—only to come
full circle. Like the boy who told his father a made-up st
about sixty stags in the forest, it asks: “But what, then, was 28
the rustling in the woods?” The fifth level is of the opinion tha
something did happen after all: even though the psychic conten
was not the tree, nor a spirit in the tree, nor indeed any spirit &
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3. THE PROBLEM OF FREEING MERCURIUS

We will not pursue the paradoxical reality of the w=:
scious any further now, but will return to the fairytale o
spirit in the bottle. As we have seen, the spirit Mercurius "
some resemblance to the “cheated devil.” The analogy. '
ever, is only a superficial one, since, unlike the gifts of the &=
the gold of Mercurius does not turn to horse droppings &
mains good metal, and the magic rag does not turn to aste
morning but retains its healing power. Nor is Mercurius =
out of a soul that he wanted to steal. He is only tricked int:
own better nature, one might say, in that the boy succese :
bottling him up again in order to cure his bad mood and
him tractable. Mercurius becomes polite, gives the young &=
a useful ransom and is accordingly set free. We now hear =
the student’s good fortune and how he became a wos
working doctor, but—strangely enough—nothing about ¢
ings of the liberated spirit, though these might be of some ==
est in view of the web of meanings in which Mercurius, wits
many-sided associations, entangles us. What happens whes
pagan god, Hermes-Mercurius-Wotan, is let loose again? Be
god of magicians, a spiritus vegetativus, and a storm daemos.
will hardly have returned to captivity, and the fairytale gives
no reason to suppose that the episode of imprisonmen:
finally changed his nature to the pink of perfection. The b=t
Hermes has escaped from the glass cage, and in consequs
something has happened which the experienced alche
wished at all costs to avoid. That is why he always sealed
stopper of his bottle with magic signs and set it for a vers
time over the lowest fire, so that “he who is within may =
out.” For if he escapes, the whole laborious opus comes to =
ing and has to be started all over again. Our lad was a Sun
child and possibly one of the poor in spirit, on whom wa:
stowed a bit of the Kingdom of Heaven in the shape of the &«
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Part 11

1. INTRODUCTORY

The interested reader will want, as I do, to find out m=
about this spirit—especially what our forefathers believed
said about him. I will therefore try with the aid of text citat::
to draw a picture of this versatile and shimmering god as he
peared to the masters of the royal art. For this purpose we =
consult the abstruse literature of alchemy, which has not
been properly understood. Naturally, in later times, the his:
of alchemy was mainly of interest to the chemist. The fact that
recorded the discovery of many chemical substances and =
could not, however, reconcile him to the pitiful meagrenes:
it seemed to him, of its scientific content. He was not in
position of the older authors, such as Schmieder, who could =
on the possibility of goldmaking with hopeful esteem and =
pathy; instead he was irritated by the futility of the recipes
the fraudulence of alchemical speculation in general. To
alchemy was bound to seem a gigantic aberration that lasted
more than two thousand years. Had he only asked hims
whether the chemistry of alchemy was authentic or not, tha:
whether the alchemists were really chemists or merely spois
chemical jargon, then the texts themselves would have sugzes
a line of observation other than the purely chemical. The s
tific equipment of the chemist does not, however, fit him to =
sue this other line, since it leads straight into the history of ===
gion. Thus it was a philologist, Reitzenstein, whom we have
thank for preliminary researches of the greatest value in =
field. It was he who recognized the mythological and Gne
ideas embedded in alchemy, thereby opening up the whole =
ject from an angle which promises to be most fruitful. For
chemy, as the earliest Greek and Chinese texts show, origims
formed part of Gnostic philosophical speculations which als: =
cluded a detailed knowledge of the techniques of the golds=
and ironsmith, the faker of precious stones, the druggis:
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Since in what follows I shall often refer to the original texs
it might be as well to say a few words about this literature, some
of which is not easily accessible. I shall leave out of account the
few Chinese texts that have been translated, and shall only mes-
tion that The Secret of the Golden Flower, published by Rick
ard Wilhelm and myself, is representative of its class. Nor can &
consider the Indian “Quicksilver System.” 2 The Western liter-
ature I have used falls into four groups:

1. Texts by ancient authors. This group comprises main *
Greek texts, which have been edited by Berthelot, and theoss
transmitted by the Arabs, likewise edited by him. They date from
the period between the first and eighth centuries.

2. Texts by the early Latinists. The most important o
these are translations from the Arabic (or Hebrew?). Recent =
search shows that most of these texts derive from the Harraniss
school, which flourished until about 1050, and was also, prot
ably, the source of the Corpus Hermeticum. To this group be
long certain texts whose Arabic origin is doubtful but which =
least show Arabic influence—for instance, the “Summa perfec
tionis” of Geber and the Aristotle and Avicenna treatises. T
period extends from the ninth to the thirteenth century.

8. Texis by the later Latinists. These comprise the princ.
pal group and range from the fourteenth to the seventeen:®
century.

4. Texts in modern European languages. Sixteenth to sev
enteenth century. After that, alchemy fell into decline, which =
why I'have only occasionally used eighteenth-century texts.

2 Cf. Deussen, Aligemeine Geschichte der Philosophie, 1, Part 3, pPp. 336ff. Ths
undoubtedly alchemical philosophy belongs to the fairly late (medieval) T o
Puranas, more particularly to the Maheshvarapurana, hence to a doctrine po-
cipally concerned with Shiva. “Para-da” (bestowing the Other Shore) sigm
quicksilver.
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ALCHEMICAL STUDIES

nature), or to rule the water.}? The “divine water” (f6ws
so often mentioned in the Greek texts is quicksilver.”
curius as the arcane substance and golden tincture is indas
by the designation aqua aurea** and by the description &
water as Mercurii caduceus.’

12 Aurora consurgens 11, in Art. aurif., I, p. 189. This text remarks that e
is fire (p. 212).

18 Berthelot, Alch. grees, IV, vii, 2.

14 Basilius Valentinus, “Practica,” Mus. herm., p. 404.

15 Philaletha, “Metallorum metamorphosis,” ibid., p. 771, and “Introitus =2
ibid., p. 654.




603z
“bg d “prqp ~des =
|WSIOqWAS DINDSCO JBYMITIOS F  — & =
sny . “11ade jronuy,,) ,eds 18213 syl ydnoayy upqres ‘proT Sy 3T S
o) ST YOIYM UF ‘OIY 9NI) Y} ST YOIYM ‘SNIMDIDJN JO 3IBdY U3 ST =58 =
‘g9l -d “piqr , “ydiomEas
-h t“
LJSTIBILIDA 2BOTWAYD SUOY,,) STIINJIDA dALS MIOM Y3 [[& UL 215 &= =
-
16 +d “piqr , ‘mnjusidEs me
*66 *d “pIqr ,‘SN2InT ST
005 *d “wtay SNy T
¥z +d “fau ryg ‘snyhy 509 d ‘(6S91) 1w
JSororspoered sarraduoD,, ‘uio( {318 d ‘q “frunv up ur ‘11 SusSrmems
-150ddo vuap1ou109 © 3q O3 P[AY ST PO JT 05 3G Pa=i
Porgm ‘A3ep 9y Jo 1ueuoduwiod [euIdIUL UB Se I9GIEL S5
01 pasoddo 10 po9) Jo opISINO A[IN[OSQE SE ‘DI SIT IO T
-19pun JoU PIP SISTWIYD[E Y} Jeyl ‘I2AIMOY ‘suraas 11 1
$OI1J O} YILM PIIDIUUOD OS[E SEM. SIDIUNILIUL SIUTT I3 =
-skqe 9q 03 I[9] SSI[AYIIIADU SEM JIUISSI §IT ‘A[poTum ==
j0U I ‘s21M1e210 s uodn pos) Aq Pamoysaq A[[eursiio ==
uswing Y3 YSNOYI[Y ‘UONIB[IAIL JO POJ Y St SIWLIZEs =
jusroue 9 Jo asdw[8 B Yojed oM 10w RUQ ‘soxmdizg
uoreAd1 A[0Y 9y 03 A[UO PUO0IIS dSPI[MOUY [eonsius 30 38
oY) ‘vinivu UWN] Y} 03 SNIINDIIA $91B[I I1 SE 1
Apremonxed st o8essed sty T, ¢ 31 urgam rards Ajuassss S
-IeD YOTYM ‘anieu 3o 1YSI[ 9Y) JO 21y SUMB[[IIUIS Pu= =
a3, ‘sKes 1X9) I9YIOUE SE 4OBJ UL ‘ST O] ¢ (SIYSI] UIaTZ=
OYI] ST 9 1By} PUE [0 YIION Y3 JB ST SNLINDIIY JO 25
1813 shes 3%3) dUQ , 19103 UT SUIIOM DI SqISTATL =5 =
o'20npaooxd afoym Y3 Ut I A[UO oY A[[BOL ST SNLITIEZ
-up ¢ (snsosodon)  snorodea A[ySry,, St 21y SIYL =7
® U9AD ST sypnatow vnby oy, oxnyeu  drydosormyd, =5
-ut ureSe YoIyM ¢ SnuLiss1IAa0 SIUIL SYDINIDU L2)S0U £ TR
studr st o] o1y st A[dwIs SNUNJIDJN JUYIP $ISTILILT LS

TIAIL SV SNIINDAAN €




ALCHEMICAL STUDIES

torum. The concept of an all-encompassing God must ===

sarily include his opposite. The coincidentia, of course, mus
be too radical or too extreme, otherwise God would cance! =
self out.’® The principle of the coincidence of opposites
therefore be completed by that of absolute opposition i ©

to attain full paradoxicality and hence psychological valicie '

The mercurial fire is found in the “centre of the earts
dragon’s belly, in fluid form. Benedictus Figulus writes: %3
the centre of the earth, there you will find the global &=
Another treatise says that this fire is the “secret, infernal fre
wonder of the world, the system of the higher powers &=
lower.” 2 Mercurius, the revelatory light of nature, is also
fire, which in some miraculous way is none other tham =
arrangement of the heavenly, spiritual powers in the Joo
chthonic world of matter, thought already in St. Paul's ti=e
be ruled by the devil. Hell-fire, the true energic principle
evil, appears here as the manifest counterpart of the spi=
and the good, and as essentially identical with it in subsss
After that, it can surely cause no offence when another =<
says that the mercurial fire is the “fire in which God &=
burns in divine love.” » We are not deceiving ourselves =
feel in scattered remarks of this kind the breath of true ==
cism.

Since Mercurius is himself of fiery nature, fire does not =
him: he remains unchanged within it, rejoicing like the =
mander.** It is unnecessary to point out that quicksilves
not behave like this but vaporizes under heat, as the alches
themselves knew from very early times.

10 This is a purely psychological explanation having to do with humas &
tions and statements and not with the unfathomable Being.

11 Figulus, Rosarium novum olympicum, Pars I, p. 71. This is the “domsus
idem Enoch.” Cf. “Paracelsus as a Spiritual Phenomenon,” supra, pas. ==
12 “Ignis infernalis secretus . . . mundi miraculum, virtutum superiormms =
ferioribus systema” (“Introit. apert.,” p. 654).

13 “Ignis in quo Deus ipse ardet amore divino” (“Gloria mundi,” p. 245
14 “For it is he who overcomes the fire, and is himself not overcome &% e
but rests in it as a friend, rejoicing in it” (Geber, “Summa perfectiomig™
alchemia, cap. LXIII, p. 139).
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A. MERCURIUS AS AN AERIAL SPIRIT

Hermes, originally a wind god, and his counterpart 5
Egyptian Thoth, who “makes the souls to breathe,” * are the
forerunners of the alchemical Mercurius in his aerial aspect
The texts often use the terms pneuma and spiritus in the orize
nal concrete sense of “air in motion.” So when Mercurius is &=
scribed in the Rosarium philosophorum (fifteenth century =
aereus and wolans? (winged), and in Hoghelande (sixteents
century) as totus aereus et spiritualis,? what is meant is noc
ing more than a gaseous state of aggregation. Something sim:==
is meant by the poetic expression serenitas aerea in the Ripies
Scrowle,* and by the same author’s statement that Mercurius =
changed into wind.® He is the lapis elevatus cum vento (&%
stone uplifted by the wind).® The expressions spirituale o
pus” and spiritus visibilis, tamen impalpabilis® (visible yet i
palpable spirit) might also mean little more than “air” if o=
recalls the aforementioned vapour-like nature of Mercurius, 5=
the same is probably true even of the spiritus prae cunctis vaiss
purus® (pre-eminently pure spirit). The designation incos
bustibilis’® is more doubtful, since this was often synonymos
with incorruptibilis and then meant “eternal,” as we shall se=
later. Penotus (sixteenth century), a pupil of Paracelsus, stresss
the corporeal aspect when he says that Mercurius is “nothis
other than the spirit of the world become body within =
earth.” 1* This expression shows better than anything else =
contamination—inconceivable to the modern mind—of two s=
arate realms, spirit and matter; for to people in the Middle Az

el

N

S AN EH LT

1This characteristic of Mercurius is stressed in Awurora consurgens II, inm ==
aurif., 1, pp. 146 and 1go: “He makes the nostrils [of the foetus] in the =55
month.”

2 Rosarium, pp. 252, 2771,

8 Theatrum chemicum, I (1659), p. 16g.

4 16th cent. British Museum, MS. Add. 10302.

5 Ripley, Opera, p. 35.

6 “Tractatus aureus,” Mus. herm., p. 39.

7 Rosarium, p. 282.

8 Basilius Valentinus, “Practica,” Mus. herm., p. 404.

9 “Introit. apert.,” ibid., p. 654.

10 Rosarium, p. 252.

11 Theatr. chem., I (1659), p. 60o0.
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ALCHEMICAL STUDIES

glue, holding the world together and standing in the middle
between body and spirit.” 2° This concept corresponds to Mylius’
definition of Mercurius as the anima media natura. From here
it is but a step to the identification of Mercurius with the anima
mundi,?* which is how Avicenna had defined him very much
earlier (twelfth to thirteenth century). “He is the spirit of the
Lord which fills the whole world and in the beginning swam
upon the waters. They call him also the spirit of Truth, which
is hidden from the world.” 22 Another text says that Mercurius
is the “supracelestial spirit which is conjoined with the light.
and rightly could be called the anima mundi.” 2® It is clear from
a number of texts that the alchemists related their concept of
the anima mundi on the one hand to the world soul in Plato’s
Timaeus and on the other to the Holy Spirit, who was present
at the Creation and played the role of procreator (pirwp), im-
pregnating the waters with the seed of life just as, later, he played
a similar role in the obumbratio (overshadowing) of Mary.*
Elsewhere we read that a “life-force dwells in Mercurius non
vulgaris, who flies like solid white snow. This is a spirit of the
macrocosmic as of the microcosmic world, upon whom, after the
anima rationalis, the motion and fluidity of human nature itself
depends.” 2 The snow represents the purified Mercurius in the
state of albedo (= spirituality); here again matter and spirit are
identical. Worth noting is the duality of soul caused by the
presence of Mercurius: on the one hand the immortal anima
rationalis given by God to man, which distinguishes him from
animals; on the other hand the mercurial life-soul, which to all
appearances is connected with the inflatio or inspiratio of the
Holy Spirit. This fundamental duality forms the psychologica!
basis of the two sources of illumination.

20 Happelius, “Aphorismi Basiliani,” Theatr. chem., IV (1659), p. 327.
21 Verus Hermes (1620).

22 “Aquarium sap.,” Mus. herm., p. 8.

23 Steeb, Coelum Sephiroticum, p. 33.

24 Ibid., p. 39.

25 Happelius, loc. cit.
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ALCHEMICAL STUDIES

Mercurius as the arcane substance had a more or less secret con-
nection with the goddess of love. In the “Book of Krates,” which
was transmitted by the Arabs and is possibly of Alexandrian ori-
gin, Aphrodite appears with a vessel from the mouth of which
pours a ceaseless stream of quicksilver,® and in the Chymical
Wedding of Christian Rosencreutz the central mystery is his visit
to the secret chamber of the sleeping Venus.

The fact that Mercurius is interpreted as spirit and soul.
in spite of the spirit-body dilemma which this involves, indicates
that the alchemists themselves conceived of their arcane sub-
stance as something that we today would call a psychic phenom-
enon. Indeed, whatever else spirit and soul may be, from the
phenomenological point of view they are psychic structures.
"The alchemists never tired of drawing attention to the psychic
nature of Mercurius. So far we have concerned ourselves with.
statistically, the commonest synonyms such as water and fire.
spirit and soul, and it is now possible for us to conclude tha:
these exemplify a psychological state of affairs best characterized
by (or, indeed, actually demanding) an antinomian nomenclz-
ture. Water and fire are classic opposites and can be valid defin:-
tions of one and the same thing only if this thing unites in itsel®
the contrary qualities of water and fire. The psychologem “Mez-
curius” must therefore possess an essentially antinomian duz'
nature.

86 Berthelot, Moyen dge, 111, p 63.
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ALCHEMICAL STUDIES

and fire.’* He is both good and evil.®® The “Aurelia occulta”
gives a graphic description of him;:16

I am the poison-dripping dragon, who is everywhere and can be
cheaply had. That upon which I rest, and that which rests upon me.
will be found within me by those who pursue their investigations i=
accordance with the rules of the Art. My water and fire destroy anc
put together; from my body you may extract the green lion and ths
red. But if you do not have exact knowledge of me, you will destros
your five senses with my fire. From my snout there comes a spreadinz
poison that has brought death to many. Therefore you should ski-
fully separate the coarse from the fine, if you do not wish to suffer
utter poverty. I bestow on you the powers of the male and the i
male, and also those of heaven and of earth. The mysteries of -
art must be handled with courage and greatness of mind if veo
would conquer me by the power?7 of fire, for already very many have
come to grief, their riches and labour lost. I am the egg of nature
known only to the wise, who in piety and modesty bring forth from
me the microcosm, which was prepared for mankind by Almighs
God, but given only to the few, while the many long for it in vai=
that they may do good to the poor with my treasure and not fastes
their souls to the perishable gold. By the philosophers I am name
Mercurius; my spouse is the [philosophic] gold; I am the old drages
found everywhere on the globe of the earth, father and mothe
young and old, very strong and very weak, death and resurrectios
visible and invisible, hard and soft; I descend into the earth 2=
ascend to the heavens, I am the highest and the lowest, the lightess
and the heaviest; often the order of nature is reversed in me, as &
gards colour, number, weight, and measure; I contain the light &
nature; I am dark and light; I come forth from heaven and earth
am known and yet do not exist at all;18 by virtue of the sun’s r=
all colours shine in me, and all metals. I am the carbuncle of
sun, the most noble purified earth, through which you may chara
copper, iron, tin, and lead into gold.

Because of his united double nature Mercurius is describe
as hermaphroditic. Sometimes his body is said to be masculiz:
and his soul feminine, sometimes the reverse. The Rosari==

14 Rosarium, in Art. aurif., 11, p. 208.

15 Khunrath, Hyl. Chaos, p. 218.

16 Theatr. chem., IV (1659), pp. so1ff.

171 read vi instead of vim.

18 This paradox recalls the Indian asat (non-existing). Cf. Chhandogya Lz
ishad, VI, ii, 1 (Sacred Books of the East, 11, p. 93)-
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ALCHEMICAL STUDIES

man” * does not fit in badly with such a pedigree. The terms
Adam and microcosm occur frequently in the texts,?s but the
Abraham le Juif forgery unblushingly calls Mercurius Adam
Kadmon.?® As I have discussed this unmistakable continuatios
of the Gnostic doctrine of the Anthropos elsewhere, there
is no need for me to go more closely now into this aspect o
Mercurius.?® Nevertheless, I would like to emphasize once
again that the Anthropos idea coincides with the psychologica:
concept of the self. The atman and purusha doctrine as well ==
alchemy give clear proofs of this.

Another aspect of the dual nature of Mercurius is his char
acterization as senex® and puer.®® The figure of Hermes as a=
old man, attested by archaeology, brings him into direct relatios
with Saturn—a relationship which plays a considerable role i=
alchemy (see infra, pars. 274ff.). Mercurius truly consists of the
most extreme opposites; on the one hand he is undoubted «
akin to the godhead, on the other he is found in sewers. Rosinus
(Zosimos) even calls him the terminus ani.** In the Bundahish =
the anus of Garotman is “like hell on earth.”

34 Ruland, Lexicon alchemiae, P- 47.

35 John Dee in Theatr. chem., I1 (1659), p. 195; Rosarium, in Art. aurif.,, II, p. soe.
86 Elcazar, Uraltes Chymisches Werck, p. 51. Adam Kadmon is the Primors o
Man; cf. Mysterium Coniunctionis, ch. V.

37 “Paracelsus as a Spiritual Phenomenon,” supra, pars. 165ff., and Psycho oo
and Alchemy, index, s.v.

38 Gayomart also is a kind of vegetation numen like Mercurius, and like &=
fertilizes his mother, the earth. At the place where his life came to an end i
earth turned to gold, and where his limbs disintegrated various metals appeamst
Cf. Christensen, Les Types du premier homme et du premier roi dans Phiste
légendaire des Iraniens, pp. 26, 20.

39 Senex draco in Valentinus, “Practica,” Mus. herm., p. 425. In Verus Herwo
(1620), pp. 15, 16, Mercurius is also designated with the Gnostic name “Fatte
Mother.”

40 “De arte chimica,” Art. aurif., I, p. 81, Regius puellus in “Introit. apert™
Mus. herm., pp. 678, 655.

41 Art. aurif., 1, P. g10. Here it is the stone identical with Mercurius that = «
called. The context disallows the reading “anni.” The passage which follows =
after, “nascitur in duobus montibus,” refers to the “Tractatus Aristore
(Theatr. chem., V, 1660, pp. 787fL), where the act of defecation is descritw
(CE. supra, “Paracelsus as a Spiritual Phenomenon,” par. 182, n. 61.) Correspom
ing illustrations for durora consurgens may be found in the Codex Rhenovicmin
42 Ch. XXVIII. Cf. Reitzenstein and Schaeder, Studien zum antiken Synkretiomas
aus Iran und Griechenland, p. 11g.
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ALCHEMICAL STUDIES

headed snake.!* The “Aquarium sapientum” says that he is =
“triune, universal essence which i§ named Jehova.'? He is divire
and at the same time human.” '3

From all this one must conclude that Mercurius corresponc:
not only to Christ, but to the triune divinity in general. T5¢
“Aurelia occulta” calls him “Azoth,” and explains the term ==
follows: “For he is the A and O that is everywhere present. T5¢
philosophers have adorned [him] with the name Azoth, whico
is compounded of the A and Z of the Latins, the alpha an<
omega of the Greeks, and the aleph and tau of the Hebrews:

z
A { o } Azoth.” 1#
f

The parallel with the Trinity could not be more clearly ind=
cated. The anonymous commentator of the “I'ractatus aureus
puts the parallel with Christ as Logos just as unmistakably. A°
things proceed from the “philosophic heaven adorned with ==
infinite multitude of stars,” ¥ from the creative Word incs
nate, the Johannine Logos, without which “was not any thimg
made that was made.” The commentator says: “Thus the Wass
of renewal is invisibly inherent in all things, but it is not evides
in elementary solid bodies unless they have been brought back
to the fifth, or heavenly and astral essence. Hence this Word =
renewal is the seed of promise, or the philosophic heaven refut
gent with the infinite lights of the stars.” ** Mercurius is £
Logos become world. The description given here may point &
his basic identity with the collective unconscious, for as I tres
to show in my essay “On the Nature of the Psyche,” *" the &=
age of the starry heaven seems to be a visualization of the pecs-
iar nature of the unconscious. Since Mercurius is often calies
filius, his sonship is beyond question.!® He is therefore liks =
11 Phil. ref., p. 96.
12 This peculiar designation refers to the demiurge, the saturnine Taldabaas
who was connected with the “God of the Jews.”
13 Mus. herm., p. 112.
14 Theatr. chem., IV (1659), p. 507.
15 Ibid., p. 614.
16 Ibid., p. 615.
17 Pp. 198f.
18 Cf. Rosarium, in Art. aurif,, II, p. 248: “filius . . . coloris coelici” (cited T
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ALCHEMICAL STUDIES

conscious, expresses a great deal that is not necessarily conscious
in all its implications. Nevertheless I should like to avoid giving
the impression that the alchemists were absolutely unconscious
of their thought-processes. How little this was so is proved by the
above quotations. But although Mercurius, in many texts, is
stated to be trinus et unus, this does not prevent him from shar-
ing very strongly the quaternity of the lapis, with which he is
essentially identical. He thus exemplifies that strange dilemma
which is posed by the problem of three and four—the well-
known axiom of Maria Prophetissa. There is a classical Hermes
tetracephalus as well as the Hermes tricephalus.** The ground-
plan of the Sabaean temple of Mercurius was a triangle inside 2
square.”® In the scholia to the “Tractatus aureus” the sign for
Mercurius is a square inside a triangle surrounded by a circle
(symbol of totality).2¢

24 Schweitzer, Herakles, p. 84.
25 Chwolsohn, Die Ssabier und der Ssabismus, II, P- 367.
26 Bibl. chem., 1, Pp- 40q.
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ALCHEMICAL STUDIES

moon.” But contrariwise he is also the begetter of his parents:*
or, as the treatise of Wei Po-yang (c. A.p. 142) remarks, the gold
(sun) gets its qualities from Mercurius.? (Owing to the contam:-
nation, the astrological myth is always thought of in chemica’
terms as well.) Because of his half-feminine nature, Mercurius
is often identified with the moon™ and Venus.!' As his ows
divine consort he easily turns into the goddess of love, just as im
his role of Hermes he is ithyphallic. But he is also called the
“most chaste virgin.”  The relation of quicksilver to the moos
(silver) is obvious enough. Mercurius as the shining and shim-
mering planet, appearing like Venus close to the sun in the
morning or evening sky, is like her a Lucifer, a light-bringes
(pwogdpos). He heralds, as the morning star does, only much
more directly, the coming of the light.

But the most important of all for an interpretation of Mer
curius is his relation to Saturn. Mercurius senex is identical wits
Saturn, and to the earlier alchemists especially, it is not quick-
silver, but the lead associated with Saturn, which usually repre

Christian idea of Christ as the leader of the “round dance” of the stars. (“Tra=
formation Symbolism in the Mass,” pp. 273ft)
7 “Tabula smaragdina,” Rosarium, in Art. aurif,, 11, p. 253, and Mylius, Phil. ==
p. 101.
8 “Allegoriae super librum Turbae,” Art. aurif., I, p. 155: “origo Solis”; Ventu=
Theatr. chem., 11 (1659), p. 296: “The sun rises together with the moon in
belly of Mercurius.”
9 Wei Po-yang, “An Ancient Chinese Treatise,” p. 241.
10 “Epistola ad Hermannum,” Theatr. chem., V (1660), p. 800; “Gloria muns
Mus. herm., pp. 224, 244. As the arcane substance magnesia he is called the =@
moon” (Rosarium, in Art. aurif., 11, P- 231) and succus lunariae (p. 211). He =
fallen down from the moon (Berthelot, Alch. grecs, III, vi, g). The sign ==
Mercurius is 7)) in the “Book of Krates” (Berthelot, Moyen dge, 111, p. 48). In =
Greek Magic Papyri, Hermes is invoked as “circle of the moon” (Preisendass
Papyri Graecae Magicae, 1, p. 193).
11 Vision of Krates in Berthelot, Moyen dge, 111, p. 63. As Adam with Venus =
the bath, Valentinus, “Practica,” Mus. herm., P- 425 (cf. Mysterium Coniunciios
PP 303, 883). As Sal Veneris, green and red lion (= Venus), Khunrath, Hyl. Cha
PP- 91, 104. The substance of Mercurius consists of Venus (Mylius, Phil. ==
P. 17). Since his mother Venus is the matrix corrupta, Mercurius as her son i
puer leprosus (“Rosinus ad Sarratantam,” Art. aurif.,, I, p. g18). In the Maso
Papyri, the day of Aphrodite is associated with Hermes (Preisendanz, Pap. Gra
Mag., 11, p. 120). In Al-Traqi the attributes of Venus are identical with thess o
Mercurius: sister, bride, air, green, green lion, phoenix (Holmyard, P 420).
12 “Aurelia occulta,” Theatr. chem., IV (1659), p. 480.
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ALCHEMICAL STUDIES
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“the lion of the Catholic tribe,” 26 paraphrasing the “lion of the
tribe of Judah”—an allegory of Christ.2” He calls Saturn “the
lion green and red.” 2® In Gnosticism Saturn is the highes:
archon, the lion-headed Ialdabaoth,?® meaning “child of chaos
But in alchemy the child of chaos is Mercurius.3°

The relation to and identity with Saturn is important be-
cause Saturn is not only a maleficus but actually the dwelling-
place of the devil himself. Even as the highest archon and dem:-
urge his Gnostic reputation was not the best. According =
one Cabalistic source, Beelzebub was associated with him.3 Ms-
lius says that if Mercurius were to be purified, then Lucifer
would fall from heaven.?? A contemporary marginal note in =
seventeenth-century treatise in my possession explains the term
sulphur, the masculine principle of Mercurius,? as diabolus. It
Mercurius is not exactly the Evil One himself, he at least con-
tains him—that is, he is morally neutral, good and evil, or 2=
Khunrath says: “Good with the good, evil with the evil.” 3¢ His
nature is more exactly defined, however, if one conceives him =+
a process that begins with evil and ends with good. A rathes
deplorable but picturesque poem in Verus Hermes (1620) sum-
marizes the process as follows:

A weakling babe, a greybeard old,
Surnamed the Dragon: me they hold
In darkest dungeon languishing
That I may be reborn a king.

A fiery sword makes me to smart,
Death gnaws my flesh and bones apart.

26 Hyl. Chaos, p. 93.
27 Cf. Christ as lion in the 4ncoratus of Epiphanius and as lion cub in St. Gres

ory, In Septem Psalm. Penit., Ps. 5 : 10 (Migne, P.L., vol. 79, col. 60g).

28 Hyl. Chaos, p. 195.

29 Bousset, Hauptprobleme der Gnosis, pp. 10, 321, 352.

30 For Saturn’s day as the last day of creation, see infra, par. gor.

81 Codex Parisiensis 2419, fol. 274r. Cited in Reitzenstein, Poimandres, p. 7.

32 Phil. ref., p. 18,

33 Sulphur is the “fire hidden in Mercurius” (Trevisanus in Theatr. chem. I
1659, p. 7700). He is identical with Mercurius: “Sulphur is mercurial and Mercurizs
is sulphureal” (“Brevis manuductio,” Mus. herm., p. 788).

3¢ Hyl. Chaos, p. 186. Therefore, he says, we should pray to God for the spiz
of discretion, that it may teach us the distinction between good and evil.
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8. MERCURIUS AND HERMES

We have already met with a number of alchemical statements
which show plainly that the character of the classical Hermes
was faithfully reproduced later in the figure of Mercurius. This
is in part an unconscious repetition, in part a spontaneous re-
experience, and finally also a conscious reference to the pagas
god. There can be no doubt that Michael Maier was conscious's
alluding to Hermes as pointer of the way (66nv6s) when he saic
that he found on his mystic peregrination a statue of Mercurius
pointing the way to paradise, and that he was referring &=
Hermes the mystagogue when he made the Erythraean Sibs
say of Mercurius: “He will make you a witness of the mysterie:
of God and the secrets of nature.” 2 Again, as the divinus terns
rius, Mercurius is the revealer of divine secrets,® or in the form
of gold is conceived to be the soul of the arcane substan s
(magnesia),* or the fructifier of the philosophical tree.’ In the
“Epigramma Mercurio philosophico dicatum’ ¢ he is calles
the messenger of the gods, the hermeneut (interpreter), and the
Egyptian ““Theutius” (Thoth). Maier even goes so far as to r&
late him to Hermes Kyllenios when he calls him “this faithles

and all too elusive Arcadian youth,” 7 for in Arcadia was t =
sanctuary of Kyllenios, the ithyphallic Hermes. In the schols
to the “Tractatus aureus” Mercurius is named outright 5
“Kyllenian hero.” ® Maier’s words might also be a reference =
Eros. And in fact, in Rosencreutz’s Chymical Wedding, Mes

18ymb. aur. mens., p. 592. [C£. Mysterium Coniunctionis, pars. 276fE.]
2 Ibid., p. 600.

8 Dorn, in Theatr. chem., I (1659), p. 547.

4 Khunrath, Hyl. Chaos, p. 233.

5 Ripley, in Theatr. chem., II (1659), p. 113.

6 Mus. herm., p. 738.

7 Symb. aur. mens., p. 386.

8 Theatr. chem., IV (1659), p. 673.
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ALCHEMICAL STUDIES

lic old man who pursues the “blue” or “doglike” ** woman in
Hippolytus. Kyllenios does in fact appear in Hippolytus'® as
identical on the one hand with the Logos and on the other with
the wicked Korybas, the phallus, and the demiurgic principle in
general.?® Another aspect of this dark Mercurius is the mother-
son incest, which may be traceable to Mandaean influences:
there Nabu (Mercurius) and Istar (Astarte) form a syzygy.
Astarte is the mother and love goddess throughout the whole
Near East, where she is also tainted with the incest motif. Nabu
is the “Messiah of the Lie,” who because of his malice is pun-
ished and kept in prison by the sun.?* The texts remind us again
and again that Mercurius is “found in the dung-heaps,” but they
add ironically that “many have grubbed in the dung-heaps, but
extracted nothing thereby.” 22

This dark Mercurius must once again be understood as rep-
resenting the initial nigredo state, the lowest being a symbol o
the highest and vice versa:

Anfang und Ende
Reichen sich die Hdnde.23

He is the uroboros, the One and All, the union of opposites
accomplished during the alchemical process, of which Penotus
says:

Mercurius is begotten by nature as the son of nature and the frus
of the liquid element. But even as the Son of Man is begotten by the
philosopher and created as the fruit of the Virgin, so must &e
[Mercurius] be raised from the earth and cleansed of all earthiness

then he ascends entire into the air, and is changed into spirit. Thus

18 kyavoedi Or Kkvwoedfi. Hippolytus, Elenchos, V, 20, 6 and 4 (ed. Wendland) e
the latter reading. The alchemical equivalents of this strange mythologem suz-
port both possibilities: Dog as Logos, psychopomp, and filius canis coelici colo==
(puppy of celestial hue), all referring to Mercurius. [Cf. Mysterium Coniumc
tionis, pars. 1741

19 Elenchos, V, 7, 29.

20 The duality of the Mercurius concept has a parallel in the syncretist views ==
the Naassenes, who sought to grasp and express the psychological experience &
the paradoxical First Cause. But I must be content with this hint.

21 Bousset, Hauptprobleme der Gnosis, pp. 43, b5, 142.

22 Rosarium, in Art. aurif,, II, p. 243.

23 “Beginnings and ends/Touch hands.”

24 Theatr. chem., I (1659), p. 601.
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ALGHEMICAL STUDIES

united in the future. At that time it was obviously impossible, A
psychological differentiation of religious as well as scientific
views is still needed before a union can begin to be brought

about.28

28 [This paragraph originally ended the monograph.—Epirors.]
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ALCHEMICAL STUDIES

tal hermaphrodite.” 1 Altogether, in the macrocosm of nature
he occupies the position which Christ holds in the mundus
rationalis of divine revelation. But as the saying “My light sur-
passes all other lights” '* shows, the claim of Mercurius goes
even further, which is why the alchemists endowed him with the
attributes of the Trinity!2 in order to make clear his complete
correspondence to God. In Dante, Satan is three-headed and
therefore three-in-one. He is the counterpart of God in the sense
that he is God’s antithesis. The alchemists did not hold this view
of Mercurius; on the contrary, they saw him as a divine emana-
tion harmonious with God’s own being. The stress they laic
on his capacity for self-generation, self-transformation, selt-
reproduction, and self-destruction contradicts the idea that he =
a created being. It is therefore only logical when Paracelsus an<
Dorn state that the prima materia is an “increatum” and a prin-
ciple coeternal with God. This denial of creatio ex nihilo is sup-
ported by the fact that in the beginning God found the Tehom=
already in existence, that same maternal world of Tiamat whoss
son we encounter in Mercurius.*?

10 Khunrath, Hyl. Chaos, p. 9.

11 “Septem Tract. hermet.,” Ars chemica, p. 22. Rosarium, p. g81: “I illumize
the air with my light and warm the earth with my heat, I bring forth ===
nourish the things of nature, plants and stones, and with my power I take aws"
the darkness of night, and cause day to endure in the world, and I lighten =*
lights with my light, even those in which there is no splendour nor greatm==
For all these are of my work, when I put upon me my garments; and those wie
seek me, let them make peace between me and my bride.” This is cited from ==
“Dicta Belini” (printed in Manget’s Bibl. chem., I, p. 478). There are variaticee
in the text. I have quoted the passage in full because of its psychological inteses
12 “For in the Stone are body, soul, and spirit, and yet it is one stone” (“Exerct
in Turb.,” 4rt. aurif.,, I, p. 170).

13 Cf. Psychology and Alchemy, par. 26.
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omy, and alchemy chemistry. On the other hand, the peculiar
connection between character and the astronomical determina-
tion of time has only very recently begun to turn into something
approaching an empirical science. The really important psychic
facts can neither be measured, weighed, nor seen in a test tube
or under a microscope. They are therefore supposedly inde-
terminable, in other words they must be left to people who have

an inner sense for them, just as colours must be shown to the
seeing and not to the blind.

The store of projections found in alchemy is, if possible,

even less known, and there is a further drawback which makes

closer investigation extremely difficult. F
ical constituents of character which,
pleasant for the individual, though
the alchemical projections represe

or, unlike the astrolog-
if negative, are at most un-
amusing to his neighbour,
nt collective contents that

stand in painful contrast—or rather, in compensatory relation—
to our highest rational convictions and values, They give the
strange answers of the natural psyche to the ultimate questions
which reason has left untouched. Contrary to all progress and
belief in a future that will deliver us from the sorrowful present,
they point back to something primeval, to the apparently hope-
lessly static, eternal sway of matter that makes our fondly be-

lieved-in world look like a
They show us, as the redem

a symbol of the inor

live but merely exists or “becomes,”
itless and unfathomable play of o
less abstraction of the rational inte
dimensional metaphor of dry-as-dus

phantasmagoria of shifting scenes.
ptive goal of our active, desirous life,
ganic—the stone—something that does not
the passive subject of a lim-
pposites. “Soul,” that bodi-
llect, and “spirit,” that two-
t philosophical dialectic, ap-

pear in alchemical projection in almost physical, plastic form.

like tangible breath-bodies, and refuse to funct
parts of our rational consciousness. The hope
without the soul is brought to nothing,

ion as component
for a psychology

and the illusion that the

unconscious has only just been discovered vanishes: in a some-

what peculiar form, admittedly,

it has been known for close on

two thousand years. Let us, however, not delude ourselves: no
more than we can separate the constituents of character from the

astronomical determinants of time are
unruly and evasive Mercurius fr
Something of the projection

238

we able to separate that
om the autonomy of matter.
-carrier always clings to the projec-
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created things, the hiranyagarbha (golden germ),? the supra-
personal self, represented by the filius macrocosmi, the one stone
of the wise. “Rosinus ad Sarratantam” cites a saying of “Malus
Philosophus” ® which attempts to formulate the psychological
relation of the lapis to consciousness: “This stone is below thee,
as to obedience; above thee, as to dominion; therefore from
thee, as to knowledge; about thee, as to equals.” * Applied to
the self, this would mean: “The self is subordinate to you, yet on
the other hand rules you. It is dependent on your own efforts
and your knowledge, but transcends you and embraces all those
who are of like mind.” This refers to the collective nature of the
self, since the self epitomizes the wholeness of the personality.
By definition, wholeness includes the collective unconscious.
which as experience seems to show is everywhere identical.

The encounter of the poor student with the spirit in the bot-
tle portrays the spiritual adventure of a blind and unawakened
human being. The same motif underlies the tale of the swine-
herd who climbed the world-tree,’ and also forms the leitmotiv
of alchemy. For what it signifies is the individuation process as it
prepares itself in the unconscious and gradually enters con-
sciousness. The commonest alchemical symbol for this is the tree.
the arbor philosophica, which derives from the paradisal tree of
knowledge. Here, as in our fairytale, a daemonic serpent, an evil
spirit, prods and persuades to knowledge. In view of the Biblica!
precedent, it is not surprising that the spirit Mercurius has, to
say the least, a great many connections with the dark side. One
of his aspects is the female serpent-daemon, Lilith or Melusina.
who lives in the philosophical tree. At the same time, he not
only partakes of the Holy Spirit but, according to alchemy, is
actually identical with it. We have no choice but to accept this
shocking paradox after all we have learnt about the ambivalence
of the spirit archetype. Our ambiguous Mercurius simply con-

2 Cf. Maitrayana-Brahmana Upanishad, V, 8 (Sacred Books of the East, vol. 1=
p. 311). He occurs as the spiritus vegetativus and collective soul in the Vedantz-
Sutras (ibid., vol. 34, p. 173, and vol. 48, p. 578).

3'The treatise of Rosinus (Zosimos) is probably of Arabic origin. “Malus” might
be a corruption of “Magus.” The Fihrist of Ibn al-Nadim (a.n. 98%) lists, alons
with writings of Rimas (Zosimos), two works by Magus one of which is entitlec
“The Book of the Wise Magus (?) on the Art” (Ruska, Turba, p. 272).

4 Ari. aurif., I, p. g10.

5 Cf. “The Phenomenology of the Spirit in Fairytales,” pp. 231t
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a symbol embracing the opposites, it should not be thought of as
a—so0 to speak—more complete symbol of the self. That would be

decidedly incorrect, for actually it is an image whose form and

content are largely determined by the unconscious. For this rea-
son it is never found in the texts in finished and well-defined
form; we have to combine all the scattered references to the
various arcane substances, to Mercurius, to the transformation
process and the end product. Although the lapis in one aspect or
another is almost always the subject discussed, there is no real
consensus of opinion in regard to its actual form. Almost every
author has his own special allegories, synonyms, and metaphors.
This makes it clear that the stone, though indeed an object of
general experiment, was to an even greater extent an outcrop-
ping of the unconscious, which only sporadically crossed the
borderline of subjectivity and gave rise to the vague general
concept of the lapis philosophorum.

Opposed to this figure veiled in the twilight of more or less
secret doctrines there stands, sharply outlined by dogma, the Son
of Man and Salvator Mundi, Christ the Sol Novus, before whom
the lesser stars pale. He is the affirmation of the daylight of con-
sciousness in trinitarian form. So clear and definite is the Christ
figure that whatever differs from him must appear not only infe-
rior but perverse and vile. This is not the result of Christ’s own
teaching, but rather of what is taught about him, and especialls
of the crystal purity which dogma has bestowed upon his figure
As a result, a tension of opposites such as had never occurred
before in the whole history of Christianity beginning with the
Creation arose between Christ and the Antichrist, as Satan o=
the fallen angel. At the time of Job, Satan is still found amons
the sons of God. “Now there was a day,” it says in Job 1: &
“when the sons of God came to present themselves before the
Lord, and Satan came also among them.” This picture of a celes-
tial family reunion gives no hint of the New Testament “Ge:
thee hence, Satan” (Matthew 4 : 10), nor yet of the dragom
chained in the underworld for a thousand years (Rev. 20 : 2). It
looks as if the superabundance of light on one side had produces
an all the blacker darkness on the other. One can also see that
the uncommonly great diffusion of black substance makes a sin-
less being almost impossible. A loving belief in such a being nat-
urally involves cleansing one’s own house of black filth. But the
242
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ble of the unjust steward
the Apocrypha, where it would have fitted so well.

"The rift in the metaphysical world has slowly risen into con-
sciousness as a split in the human psyche, and the struggle be-
tween light and darkness moves to the battleground within.
This shift of scene is not entirely self-evident, for which reason
St. Ignatius Loyola considered it necessary to open our eyes to
the conflict and impress it on our feelings by means of the most
drastic spiritual exercises.” These efforts, for obvious reasons.
ge of application. And so, strangely
men who, at the turn of the nine-

teenth century, were forced to intervene and get the obstructed
process of conscious realization

problem from a scientific angle,
aim, Freud uncovered the abys

had only a very limited ran
enough, it was the medical

which a would-be enli
Since then psychother

ently explored the extensiv
the shadow. This attempt

painted a picture of man’s
blood and fire, and given

never be able to forget

today acquired enough co
ous pace of the devil withi

ploitation of material po

ghtened o

direction look like bloodless Utopias.

The figure of Christ the Logos has raised the anima rationals
portance which remains unobjectionab =
so long as it knows itself to be below and subject to the xbpuos, the
Lord of Spirits. Reason, however, has set itself free and pre-
claimed itself the ruler. It has sat enthroned in Notre Dame =
Déesse Raison and heralded events that were to come. Our con
sciousness is no longer confined within a sacred temenos of other
worldly, eschatological images. It was helped to break free by =
force that did not stream down from above—Ilike the lumen ¢
—but came up with tremendous pressure from below an
increased in strength as consciousness detached itself from the

in man to a level of im

lumine

7 The Spiritual Exercises (tran

s. Rickaby), pp. 75ff.
244

(Luke 16) has not found its way into

going again. Approaching the
and innocent of any religious
mal darkness of human nature
ptimism had striven to conceal.
apy, in one form or another, has persist-
€ area of darkness which I have calles
of modern science opened the eyes of
only a few. However, the historic events of our time have
psychic reality in indelible colours ¢
him an object lesson which he wil'
if—and this is the great question—he has
nsciousness to keep up with the fur:-
n him. The only other hope is that ke
may learn to curb a creativity which is wasting itself in the ex-
wer. Unfortunately, all attempts in thas
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bility, the very qualities we so urgently need to heal the split in
ourselves.

If one makes a synopsis of all the descriptions and alchemical
pictures of Mercurius, they form a striking parallel to the sym-
bols of the self derived from other sources. One can hardly es-
cape the conclusion that Mercurius as the lapis is a symbolic ex-
pression for the psychological complex which I have defined as
the self. Similarly, the Christ figure must be viewed as a self sym-
bol, and for the same reasons. But this leads to an apparently
insoluble contradiction, for it is not at first clear how the uncon-
scious can shape two such different images from one and the
same content, which moreover possesses the character of totality.
Certainly the centuries have done their spiritual work upon
these two figures, and one is inclined to assume that both have
been in large measure anthropomorphized during the process of
assimilation. For those who hold that both figures are inventions
of the intellect, the contradiction is quickly resolved. It then
merely reflects the subjective psychic situation: the two figures
would stand for man and his shadow.

This very simple and obvious solution is, unfortunately.
founded on premises that do not stand up to criticism. The fig-
ures of Christ and the devil are both based on archetypal pat-
terns, and were never invented but rather experienced. Their
existence preceded all cognition of them,® and the intellect hac
no hand in the matter, except to assimilate them and if possible
give them a place in its philosophy. Only the most superficial
intellectualism can overlook this fundamental fact. We are actu-
ally confronted with two different images of the self, which in a
likelihood presented a duality even in their original form. This
duality was not invented, but is an autonomous phenomenon.

Since we naturally think from the standpoint of conscious-
ness, we inevitably come to the conclusion that the split between
consciousness and the unconscious is the sole cause of this dual-
ity. But experience has demonstrated the existence of a precon-
scious psychic functioning and of corresponding autonomous
factors, the archetypes. Once we can accept the fact that the
voices and delusions of the insane and the phobias and obses-
sions of the neurotic are beyond rational control, and that the
ego cannot voluntarily fabricate dreams but simply dreams what
9 Evidence for this is the widespread motif of the two hostile brothers.
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could rather be said to be a “diabolization” of Lucifer or of Mer-
curius. Mercurius is an adumbration of the primordial light-
bringer, who is never himself the light, but a ¢wogpbpos who
brings the light of nature, the light of the moon and the stars
which fades before the new morning light. Of this light St. Au-
gustine says that it will never turn to darkness unless the Creator
is abandoned by the love of his creatures. But this, too, belongs
to the rhythm of day and night. As Hélderlin says in “Patmos”;

and shamefully
A power wrests away the heart from us;
For the Heavenly each demand sacrifice,
But if it should be withheld,
Never has that led to good.

When all visible lights are extinguished one finds, according
to the words of the wise Yajfiavalkya, the light of the self. “Whas
then is the light of man? Self is his light. It is by the light of the
self that a man rests, goes forth, does his work and returns.” =
Thus, with Augustine, the first day of creation begins with selt-
knowledge, cognitio sui ipsius,'* by which is meant a knowl-
edge not of the ego but of the self, that objective phenomenon
of which the ego is the subject.!* Then, following the order of
the days of creation in Genesis, comes knowledge of the firma-
ment, of the earth, the sea, the plants, the stars, the animals of
the water and air, and finally, on the sixth day, knowledge of the
land animals and of ipsius hominis, of man himself. The cognific
matutina is self-knowledge, but the cognitio vespertina is
knowledge of man.’® As Augustine describes it, the cognifie

12 Brihadaranyaka Upanishad, IV, 3, 6 (cf. Hume, The Thirteen Princite
Upanishads, p. 133).

13“And when it [the creature’s knowledge] comes to the knowledge of itse®
that is one day” (Et hoc cum facit in cognitione sui ipsius, dies unus est).—7 "=
City of God, XI, vii. This may be the source for the strange designation of ==
lapis as “filius unius diei.” [Cf. Mysterium Coniunctionis, PP- 885, 504.]

14 “Since no knowledge is better than that by which man knows himself, let =
examine our thoughts, words, and deeds. For what does it avail us if we are =
investigate carefully and understand rightly the nature of all things, yet do mae
understand ourselves?”—Liber de Spiritu et Anima, LI (Migne, P.L., vol. «=
cols. 816-17). This book is a very much later treatise falsely attributed to Ao
gustine.

15 “Wherefore the knowledge of the creature, which is in itself evening know -
edge, was in God morning knowledge; for the creature is more plainly seen ==
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urn’s day. Saturday heralds the light which appears in full
strength on Sun-day. As I have shown, Mercurius is closely re-
lated not only to Venus but more especially to Saturn. As Mer-
curius he is juvenis, as Saturn senex.

It seems to me that Augustine apprehended a great truth,
namely that every spiritual truth gradually turns into something
material, becoming no more than a tool in the hand of man. In
consequence, man can hardly avoid seeing himself as a knower,
yes, even as a creator, with boundless possibilities at his com-
mand. The alchemist was basically this sort of person, but much
less so than modern man. An alchemist could still pray: ‘“Purge
the horrible darknesses of our mind,” but modern man is al-
ready so darkened that nothing beyond the light of his own in-
tellect illuminates his world. “Occasus Christi, passio Christi.” 2
"That surely is why such strange things are happening to our
much lauded civilization, more like a Gotterdimmerung than
any normal twilight.

Mercurius, that two-faced god, comes as the lumen naturae,
the Servator and Salvator, only to those whose reason strives to-
wards the highest light ever received by man, and who do not
trust exclusively to the cognitio vespertina. For those who are
unmindful of this light, the lumen naturae turns into a perilous
ignis fatuus, and the psychopomp into a diabolical seducer. Lu-
cifer, who could have brought light, becomes the father of lies
whose voice in our time, supported by press and radio, revels in
orgies of propaganda and leads untold millions to ruin.

20 Enarrationes in Ps. CIII, Sermo III, 21 (Migne, P.L., vol. g7, col. 1374).
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