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WAR

5

.You will recall, if you saw the film Patton, the scene in which 5
American general, who commanded the Third Army in the 1944—2¢
drive across France into Germany, walks the field after a batie
churned earth, burnt tanks, dead men. The general takes up a dy?
officer, kisses him, surveys the havoc, and says: “T love it. God he
me I do love it so. I love it more than my life.”

A

I believe we can never speak sensibly of peace or disarmame
unless we enter into this love of war. Unless we enter into the ‘
state of soul, we cannot comprehend its pull. This special state m
be ritualistically entered. We must be “inducted,” and war must
“declared”’—as one is declared insane, declared married or bankrs
So we shall try now to “go to war” and this because it is a princiss
of psychological method that any phenomenon to be undersi
must be empathetically imagined. To know war we must enter ¢
love. No psychic phenomenon can be truly dislodged from its fixs
unless we first move the imagination into its heart. . . .

My method of heading right in, of penetrating rather =
circumambulating or reflecting, is itself martial. So we shall be =
voking the god of the topic by this approach to the topic. . . -

Besides the actual battles and their monuments, the monume
tal epics that lie in the roots of our Western languages are to 2 =
proportion “war books”: the Mababarata and its Bbagavad Gita.
liad, the Aenead, the Celtic Lebor Gabala, and the Norse Edda. ©
Bible is a long account of battles, of wars and captains of
Yahweh presents himself in the speeches of a war god and his p:
ets and kings are his warriors. Even the New Testament is S0 &
ranged that its final culminating chapter, Revelations, functic
its recapitulative coda in which the Great Armageddon of &
Apocalypse is its crisis.

In our most elevated works of thought—Hindu and P~
philosophy—a warrior class is imagined as necessary to the
being of humankind. This class finds its counterpart within &
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severe beauty built by Brunelleschi, da Vinci, Michelangelo, Buon-
talenti. The decorated horse, notches in the rifle stock, the painted
emblems on metal equipment, letters from the front, poems. Spitand
polish and pent emotion. Neat’s-foot oil, gunsmith, swordsmith; the
Shield of Achilles on which is engraved the whole world.

Our American consciousness has extreme difficulty with Mars.
Our founding documents and legends portray the inherent nonmar-
tial bias of our civilian democracy. You can see this in the Second.
Third and Fourth constitutional amendments which severely re-
strict military power in the civilian domain. You can see this in the
stories of the Massachusetts Minutemen versus European mercenzs
ies and redcoats, and in the Green Mountain boys and the soldiers
of the Swamp Fox—civilians all. And you can see it in the casus'
individualistic Texans at San Jacinto versus the Mexican officers
trained in the European mold.

Compared with our background in Europe, Americans am
idealistic: war has no place. It should not be. War is not glorious.
triumphal, creative as to a warrior class in Europe from Rome and
the Normans through the Crusades even to the Battle of Britain. W&
may be a violent people but not a warlike people—and our hatres
of war makes us use violence against even war itself. Wanting to p&=
a stop to it was a major cause of the Los Alamos project and T
man’s decision to bomb Hiroshima and Nagasaki, a bomb to “'s:
lives,” a bomb to end bombs, like the idea of 2 war to end all wa=
“The object of war,” it says on General Sherman’s statue in Was

ington, “is a more perfect peace.” Our so-called double-speak aboss

armaments as ‘‘peacemakers” reflects truly how we think. War
bad, exterminate war and keep peace violently: punitive expeditic
preemptive strikes, send in the Marines. More firepower means suses
peace. We enact the blind god’s blindness (Mars Caecus as the E
mans called him, and Mars insanus, furibundus, ommipotens), -
General Grant in the wilderness, like the bombing of Dresde
overkill as a way to end war. . . .

A

The rhetoric of Mars in war journals, poems and recollecti
speaks of attachment to specific earthly places, comrades, thing
The transcendent is in the concrete particular. Hemingway .
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life, the nuclear epiphany unveils the apocalyptic god, a god of
extinction, the god-is-dead god, an epiphany of nihilism. ‘

Apocalypse is not necessary to war. Let me make this very clear:
apocalypse is not part of the myths of Mars. Mars asks for battle, not
wipeout, not even victory. (Nike belongs to Athena, not Ares.
Patton supposedly said: “I like making things happen. That's my
share in Deity.” Apocalypse is inherent not in the martial deity, bu
in the Christian deity. Fascination with a transcendent Christ may
be more the threat to the Christian civilization than the war god
himself. Are not civilizations saved by their gods also led to destruc-
tion by those same, their own, gods?

There is one more distinction, one that may be of the mos
therapeutic significance. If nuclearism produces “psychic numbing.”
stupefaction, stupidity, Mars works precisely to the contrary. He
intensifies the senses and heightens fellow feeling in action, tha
energized vivification the Romans called Mars Nerio and Mars Mol
molar, massive, making things happen. Mobilization. Mars gives
answer to the hopelessness and drifting powerlessness we feel in the
face of nuclear weapons by awakening fear. Phobos, his Greek com=
panion or son, and rage, ira, wrath. Mars is the instigator, the pr
mordial activist. To put the contrast in eschatological terms,
is the god of beginnings, the sign of the ram. March is his mont
and April, Mars Apertus, opening, making things happen. Apoc
lypse may lift veils, but it closes down into the truly final solutic
after which there is no reopening, no recorso. Broken the wheel

s

To hold the bomb as image in the mind requires an extrao
nary extension, and extraordinary daring, in our imagining powes
a revolution of imagination itself, enthroning it as the main, ©
greatest reality, because the bomb, which imagination shall cont: s
is the most powerful image of our age. Brighter than a thousand st
it is our omnipotent god term (as Wolfgang Giegerich has &=
pounded), our mystery that requires constant imaginative propit
tion. The translation of bomb into the imagination is a transubss
tiation of God to imago dei, deliteralizing the ultimate god term fz=
positivism to negative theology, a god that is all images. And.
more than any other god term can it be controlled by reason or ta&=
fully literally without hideous consequences. The task of nucie
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