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WAR

Y, will recall, if you saw the film Patton,the scene in which : -

American general, who commanded the 
-fhird Army in the r94:--

drive acrois France into Germany, walks the field after a br:: ,

churned earth, burnt tanks, dead men. 'I'he general takes up a d). - -

officer, kisses him, surveys the havoc, and says: "I love it' (]od :'
me I do love it so. I love it more than my life."

Ak_

I believe we can never speak sensibly of peace or disarmar.-' -

unless we enter into this love of war. unless we enter into the m;: ,

state of soul, we cannot comprehend its pull. This special state :

be ritualistically entered, We must be "inducted," and wtr Illtr:i
"dssl31sd"-as one is declared insane, declared married or bank:

So we shall try now to "go to war" and this because it is a pnr-
of psychological method that any phenomenon to be under': '

must be empathetically imagined. To know war we InuSt eflic-

love. No psychic phenomenon can be truly dislodged from its j
unless we first move the imagination into its heart. . . '

My method of heading right in, of penetrating rather -

circumambulating or reflecting, is itself martial. So we shall : '
voking the god of the topic by this approach to the topic'

Besides the actual battles and their monuments, the mon-:

tal epics that lie in the roots of our Western languages are to " '--
proportion "war books": the Mababarata andits Bbagaaad Gi:':

Iliad, the Aenead, the Celtic Lebor Gabala, and the Norse E'l';':

Bible is a long account of battles, of wars and captains '''f
Yahweh presents himself in the speeches of a war god and his : :

::u:ih'l'i$"li'"ffi lff ;r'ffi J,::,*]"ffi Tlii:i=l
its recapitulative coda in which the Great Armageddon d
Apocalypse is its crisis.

In our most elevated works of thought-Hindu and P --

ilH:i?h;Jffi H',lH'ilTiL','":ilffi ;K;i'5q



Jo suollsuq puu sllr'4l iuer8 aq'I 'loqq8nop 'IreurorllBel 'la4lulanlq

'sauruulcru pu, 'spJBnc -"i5p1o3 'sraluel 's;a8ueg 'suoo8tr6

'sressn11 :selrr,u ,.lJ ,I"lPIos 'in8 rur{r ul {rnS"::^'-Y:$: '"""q

-{osq PoJurr, 'r.,oi'q, ''1"t' aqr 'sputq sllr iO lruor; seda-sedo

or{l JO 'saoueP ,rro,r,L^ 'ssced 'sdels 'sulnt-l3eJ aq} Jo slenltr

IBITJBW 
'spuutuluol 's111'tp 'setnlrs :sJauuutu 'q1 

:trt'or 'satnlsod

s11-sSerr drulrput ,q1':"u1o' aqr or Surdoo:l 'srauurq 's8r1g 'suotl

-ouord ,s>1uul ,sur.rogf,,'satrq,.tr,, 'sluocpar 'sleraq uaar8 'sl1aq u'4AoJg

ureg 'srarlrut ,r^oqir.'g ''tlooq 'or3"t11'16 
:sJolllr] '(rulrIru aq1

.sedt:}s .pturq .ssu:q .spueq Surqc;rur p", 'a"o' 
Sutqcluur aqt .sa18nq

'sledrun.rt 'stun;p PuB'seJg'sedrd puu sunJP 'sdut pue ellleAeJ :cISnIU

eqa 'slorsrd prprrq-dJrr 'se'tae1s p""t"p 's:telnede '4crls ;aB

-flrzns 'uoleq ooqurtq :slueuraJlnocse eql :eJJanD aP xIoJJ 'louo11

Jo IEpolN 'ssol3 Br.rol'rA 'ssor3 uo-r1 :3ur1p1 JoJ sPJB'4aaJ aql lE

aori ar,11,l lo erpt ,qt qlt^.p'uoq l13urno1 uaaq 3^uq reql sPraql,q

ll"rul '.rruri '.r.ha'p 't""1" 'sox,-ellleq 's'toqes 's'rsads 'sp,o^s

,seruu>11o ,{rerre,r ; ;" frro,qrrl a'r, shut:r.lrl", P" :f1::Slurod
,rs3pr;irpulq 

Jo spur{ t,rrrcg,p lueu ,troq repISuoJ,'uol}EultsEtul I8J

-rslqd oqr Jo IEnTIJ lq uo'1u''1"uas eql " ""tp"old 
asaqt 'a8un8ur1

srqr ro ptersul lool ]ng "&rsoduod 
pue tl3srl{ tuaes JIJol3qJ pue sellJ

lret,pur 'sautlepts u,qtn'' aqr uorg 'uapplq saII aAol u aJeql oslv

:r"116llo rrrdr"r,rrqitrr rq, le ute8u 4ool ol peeu a'tr'1ce1 u1

isnua1 Jo ro srul4l Jo suos laqr ary 'aleal uo ${'oq payvc

^\ou) 
SJaIIBABJ el{l 1o 8u'ipu'p pue Surcuu'rd '8urcruds aql ut 'suotl

-r1ndu IBIIJEII 11, ort.r, rllnq sll,lap olaJ)uoJ JoJ aJEJ aql ut 'a1ueq 1o

lsprtll eql ul aJII io a^ol elBsues 3ql uI sJncf,o rI 'JIesrI SJEW ulqll^\

,rrrrr.rdr, trirn*n E sI eJeql 'seAIlBuJallE olul snuo^ puB SJBIA

atu.rrdas ,(lenrcu qJlli'1l sSurldnoc eseqi Jo PBersuI 
's>lJBJrEq alttullr

oq] ol uJnloJ uaql 'seur1 oql pulqeq esnoqeJoll/t\ aql uI uoIlElIIIq

-cI{eJ PUE ,orlrrrr., 'lseJ-sJolluqaq Surrrlycso ltnsn uI PUE-JB^\

puu a^ol uI JIBJ s,1p 'lu'r'r lou oAOI aleu'-i'r3ols lBnsn ut passard

l*, ,, fioSrlir-1rnrn sIIiJ- 'sarv pu, allporl{dy 'sru141 pu, snue^

yo ,rio8g aqr ur paldnof, ueeq llleuorrrpe'rr aABq rv"r\ PUB e^oT

"7iv

'elog^\ aqr Jo arttsn[ eql or '('rsssacou '(llucruu8ro

,ftrpuosrad uuunq Jo la^ol E uI lnq suosrad Jo-ssBI3 u ur '{1uo lou uoll

-ero1 uan,8 sI JB^\ i'qi ot ;a"o1 dlspuuroc 'eldtcutrd Jo sseulseJPeets

,drp.(of iouoq 'dlryqou 'a8e;noc Jo senull su ']:ueq aql uI 'eJnlBu

rgr paus aq|ul. sxs(4au0ow{'sd

;?ixnq ulqll-t\ ]Jec
'la.r eql o1 -\JEss;

:uolBld puB nPuIl

,ql ;o uoppa8eur
t suotlcunl 'suotl
iE os sI luetuBlsa.

qdo.rd srq pur Poi
sJe.t Jo suretdac

no 'opPg esro\ ,

tqt 'oltg puaoSoql

rirel e o] are sa8e

-uaurnuotu eql'slr
....ordotegl

-ur aq IIEqs a^\ os

ueqt ;aqte; Suue
""u

ilrxg slt uror; PaE

slr Jalua ]snul e,l\

DoolsJePun eq ol

rldrour.rd B sI tI as

'rdn.r>1uuq Jo PaIJ.
lq lsnl'u JE^\ PUE

rsntu otgls prcads

iBu:eu eql olul J:

lUauBurJssIP Jo ;

dlaq pog ']I aAo

turdp e dn sa>1er

:elDeq B JsrJo pl

St-tl6t aqt ur ft
aql qJIqAr uI au.

I



r8z WORLD

SeverebeautybuiltbyBrunelleschi,daVinci'Michelangelo,Brro*.
talenti. The decorated horse, notches in the rifle stock, the painted

emblems on metal equipment, letters from the front' poems' Spit and

ffi r"a p"n,.*o,iorr. Neat's-foot oil, gunsmith' swordsmith; sc
'St i.ta of Achilles on which is engraved the whole world'

Our American consciou,'"'Jh" extreme difficulty with N'lars

Our founding documents and legends Portray the-inherent nonmar-

tial bias of o,ir civilian democraly. You can see this in the Second-

Third and Fourth constitutionai a-endments which severely re

strict military Power in the civilian domain' You can see this in rhc

stories of the Massachusetts Minutemen versus European merc€nar-

ies and redcoats, and in the Green Mountain boys and the soldiers

oftheSwampFox-civiliansall.Andyoucanseeitinthecasrrri
individualistic Texans at San Jacinto versus the Mexican officec

trained in the EuroPean mold.

Compared wiih our background in Europe, Americans art

idealistic: war has no place' It should not be' War is not glorioc
triumphal, creative ,. io , warrior class in Europe from-Rome aoi

the Ntrmans through the Crusades even to the Battle of Britain. \\i
may be a violent pJople but not a warlike people--and our hatrod

of *a, makes us us" violence against even war itself' Wanting to pc
a stop to it was a maior 

"ror.1f 
the I-'os Alamos proiect-and Trr

*rn, decision to bomb Hiroshima and Ntgasaki, a bomb to "slrc

Iives," a bomb to end bombs, like the idea of a war to end all u'ers

"The obiect of war," it says on General Sherman's statue in Wa+
ington, 'lis a more perfect peace." Our so-called double-spea! "-h
,ri-rr-"rrt, as "peacemakers" reflects truly how we think' YI t
bad, exterminate war and keep peace violently: punitive expeditic
preemptive strikes, send in the Marines' More firepower means sunEr

i"r.".'W. enact the blind god's blindness (Marc Caecur as the RD

mans called him, and Mais insanus, Juribundus, omnipoten'r)' lilr
General Grant in the wilderness, like the bombing of Dresdtr'

overkill as a way to end war. . . .

Ah

The rhetoric of Mars in war iournals, Poems and recollecrio
speaks of attachment to specific earthly places, comrades, thiogr

Th" ,rrrrr".ndent is in the concrete particular' Hemingway lrlh
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life, the nuclear epiphany unveils the apocalyPti: g:d' a god o:

"*tirr"tion, 
the god-is-dead god, an epiphany of nihilism' 

!

Apocalypsiis not necessary t0 il)ar-'-Let me make this very clear

,po"alypr" i, no, prrt of the myths o.f Mars' Mars asks for battle' not

wipeout, not even victory' (Mfte belongs to Athena' not Ares-

pri,on supposedly said: "i like making things.happ"". Lh?:t 3t
share in D"iry." Apocalypse is inhereninot in the martial deity' bm

in the Christian d"ity. iat"ination with a transcendent Christ mer

be more the threat to the christian civilization than the war goi

himself. Are not civilizations saved by their gods also led to destruc-

tion by those same, their own, gods?

There is one more distin"iio", ont that may be of the mos

therapeutic significance' If nuclearism produces "psychic numbing'-

ri"p"?r",io", itupidity, Mars works precisely to the. contrary' Hc

intensifies the senses and heightens ]ellow feeling in action' .thr

"nergired 
vivification the Rom-ans called Mars Nerio and Mars lllola-

;;lr?, massive, making things happen' Mobilization' Mars gifcs

,rrr*", to the hopelrrrti"r, ,ni atirii'g powerlessness we feel in rh'

face of nuclear *iaporrs by awakenin g feat' Phobos' his Greek con-

pr"irt or sofl, ,nd ,rg", ira, wrath' Mars is the instigator' the- pr|

mordial activisr. To p-ut the contrast in eschatological terms, i\la*

ir ifr. g"a of beginnings, the sign of the ram' March is his mond

,"a e"ptif, Mari Aprrtiq opttti-ng, making things llappen' |ry*
fypt" ,irty lift veils, but it cioses down into the truly final solutie

,fi., -f,i"n there is no reopenin gt tlo recors, Broken the wheel

^h
To hold the bomb as image in the mind requires an extraon#

nary extension, and extraordinary daring, in our imagining Po\r-€:rl

a revolution of imagination itself, enthroning it as the 
-main' 

oc

greatest reality, becairse the bomb, which imagination-shall con'"it

i, th. *ort powerful image of our age. Brighter than.a thousand sus
it is our omnipotent god t"..n (as lVolfgang Giegerich has *
pounded), our mystery that requires constant imaginative propi*
iion. The translaiion of tromb into the imagination is a transubs*
tiation of God to imago dei, delitetalizing the ultimate god term fru
positivism to negati;e theology, a god that is all images' And- r
'*or. th.rr rny o,i., god term can it be controlled by reason-or taisa

fully literally withorit hideous consequences. The task of nucle-
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